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No candidate barred 
because of politics 


By Nermeca Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMM AN — The government has 
refrained from applyin g provi- 
sions in the Election Law harming 
political activists from miming in 
the Nov. 8 parliamentary elec- 
tions and seven candidacy 
ixrarinations were turned down 
because of procedural reasons. 
Interior Minis ter Salem Masa’deh 
said Tuesday. 

“Not a single nomination was 
turned down cm the grounds that 
the candidate had affiliations with 
any illegal political party or 
group,'* Masa’deh tokl a press 
conference held at the ministry. 
“This decision followed Hjs 
Majesty King Hussein's orders, 
wishes and directives to allow all 
Jordanians with no exception to 


practice the holy right (of elec- 
tions) under the umbrella of the 
Constitution," he said. 

The marked government ab- 
stention from applying Article 18 
E of the 2986 Election Law and 
its amendment. 1 ; to bar activists of 
illegal political parties and group- 
ings from the Nov. 8 elections 
marked a major turn in the King- 
dom’s history of elections. It also 
partly answered questions raised 
by local, Arab and international 
analysts and commentators over 
the Kingdom’s intentions to allow 
the existence of political parties, 
banned since 1956. 

Effectively the decision meant 
that at least a dozen widely 
known political activists of parties 
«nch as Baatirists, 

socialist and leftists who describe 
themselves as “progressive’ 


nationalists,” win be able to 
address the electorate publicly 
and seek a role in the Kingdom’s 
decision-making process from the 
Pa rliament floor. 

Almost all of them have dearly 
pledged that their activities, elec- 
tion platforms ami goals will be 
adapted to the national needs of 
the country within the framework 
of the Constitution. 

A known political activist, who 
until today was expected to be the 
only candidate who would be 
barred based on his political 
background, said that the Nov. 8 
ejections “constitute a terming 
point towards democracy in view 
of continued calls over the past 20 
years.” 

The same candidate, a self pro- 
fessed “Communist,” told the 
Jordan Times in an interview that 
he “respects religkMi,” and would 
work on evolving and developing 
his ideas sufficiently to meet 
national needs. 

Masa’adeh said Tuesday that 
the total number of candidates 
running for the 80 seats in the 
lower House of JPaztiament had 
reached 662 when the three-day 
nomination period expired Mon- 
day. But appeal courts will rule 
on contested nommaticnB before 
a final list of candidates is issued 
on OcL 25. 

The seven turned-down 
nominations included those of 
three tribal figures — Mashour 
Hadrtheh, Naif Khreisha and 
Terad A1 Qadi — who wanted to 
ran for seats not reserved for 
bedouins; and three who failed to 
meet the relevant nationality 
criteria — Nimer Sarhan, Hilda 


A1 Rabadfi and Faisal Faqa’awi. 
The seventh, who was not named 
by the minister, was disqualified 
for a past criminal conviction. 

Masa’deh said that the ministry 
would now dedicate its efforts to 
monitoring the course of the elec- 
tion campaig ns and to ensure t fra t 
candidates and voters abode by 
the relevant laws and regulations. 

Masa’deb said that 20,000 gov- 
ernment employees and security 
officers would be on duty at 
district offices on election day to 
ensure that the polls were con- 
ducted in a “safe, free and honest 
atmosphere.” 

The minister urged all reg- 
istered voters to pick their voter 
cards and “practice their right to 
elect their candidates to Parlia- 
ment.” 

According to the minsiter, the 
number of voters who collected 
their voter cards until Monday, 
stood at 554,371 oat of 1,200,000 
registered voters. ‘This is a very 
low percentage. We hope that it 
will reach at least 90 per cent of 
the registered voters by the end 
of this month ” Masa’deh said. 

The miwfeter stressed that the 
ministiy would not be able to 
extend the period allocated for 
distribution of voter cards beyond 
the mid of October. “Because 
each stage has an allocated time 
and we cannot delay our work 
and accum ulate it far elections 
day.” 

Television coverage on elec- 
tions day, accord in g to Masa’deh, 
win include results every three 
boms, but “we will not nanu» the 
leaders because we do not want 
to create sensitiv i ty.” 


Intifada seen sweeping 
back to Arab Jerusalem 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinians stoned 
a Jewish home, set a truck ablaze 
and unknown assailants overnight 
stabbed a suspected collaborator 
in Jerusalem as an Israeli official 
said Tuesday the Palestinian up- 
rising bad taken a new direction 
in the occupied Holy City. 

Clashes resumed in Jerusalem 
for the first time in several 
months Monday. Police fired 
tear-gas and rubber bullets to 
disperse stone-throwers in Arab 
Jerusalem and sent in reinforce- 
ments to cxack down on uprisin g 
activists. 

On Tuesday, police closed 
Sawakhxa school m Arab Jeru- 
salem for a week and arrested six 
Arab pupils after they stoned the 
apartment of a Jewish family ear- 
lier that day, police said. 

Windows were broken but no 
one was hart. A second school, 
ReshidryB, was shut indefinitely 
Monday after police dashed with 
100 pupils. 

On Arab Jerusalem’s Mount of 
Olives, unkn own assailants over- 
night stabbed and beat uncon- 
scious a Palestinian on suspicion 
be helped Israeli authorities, 
police and Palestinians said. 

Mofcassed hospital officials said 
the man, 69-year-old Daoud Abu 
Sdeitan, was in serious but stable 
condition after surgery. 

The truck was set ablaze in the 


mixed Jewish-Arab neighbour- 
hood of Aba Tor, die scene of 
several tyre-burnings and stoning 
incidents in recent days. 

Amir Cheshin, the Israeli 
adviser on Arab affairs, called the 
recent violence, particularly car 
arsons in west Jerusalem and 
attacks by masked protesters in 
Arab Jerusalem, severe but not 
an escalation. 

T don’t see tins as an escala- 
tion. I see it as a change in 
direction of the intifada in Jeru- 
salem,” be told Israel radio. 

Israeli Defence Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin Sunday defended 
brad’s use of tax raids and other 
haniiiM measures to crush a tax 
boycott in the West Bank town of 
Beat Sahour. 

“Everyone, everywhere, pays 
taxes,” Rabin said after touring 
Beit Sahour, where soldiers and 
tax agents have carried out tax 
raids for the past three weeks. 

The army declared the ' town 
near Bethlehem a “dosed nrifit- 
ary zone,” and reporters were not 
allowed to accompany Rabin on 
his tour. The government also has 
cut telephone lines to Beit 
Sahour. 

The town of about 10,000 is 
known for its widespread com- 
pliance with a tax boycott called 
by the underground leadership of 
the uprising. 

T yraufi offiruik estimated that 


as much as $1 million worth of 
furniture , machinery and goods 
have been confiscated in Beit 
Sahour and say it will be au- 
ctioned or sold in lots to recover 
tax revenues. 

In Bethlehem, meanwhile, an 
Israeli soldier was tightly injured 
by a rock, the army said. It said 
troops opened fire, wounded one 
of the Palestinian stone-throwers 
and captured another. 

Also Tuesday, an Israeli hu- 
man rights group reported that 20 
Palestinians had been killed by 
sokfieis in the first two weeks of 
October, one of the bloodiest 
periods in the Palestinian up- 


Farli ament member Yossi 
Sand of the Citizens Rights 
Movement has told the parlia- 
ment that he believes the high toll 
in October is related to the 
change in firing rules and has 
called for a review. 

The army last month changed 
firing orders to allow soldiers to 
shoot five ammunition at masked 
Palestinians, even if they are not 
armed. 

The earlier order allowed firing 
at masked protesters only if they 
carried knives or other weapons. 
Troops are supposed to shout 
warnings and shoot in the air 
before firing at the legs of masked 
activists who are fleeing. 


No breakthrough in Taif 


TAIF, Saudi Arabia (R) —Leba- 
non’s Christian deputies strug- 
gled fa- the third successive day 
Tuesday to win concessions on a 
Syrian troop withdrawal from 
their country. 

Deputies said a committee rep- 
resenting Christian members of 
parliament held a two-hour de- 
bate with Saudi Arabian Foreign 
Minister Prince Sand Al Faisal, m 
die third such meeting in three 
days. 

They reported signs of a possi- 
ble breakthrough in the talks, but 
gave no details. 

Lebanon’s Christian and Mus- 
lim deputies have been meeting 
in the Saudi Arabian resort or 
Tatf rim** Sept. 30 in an ambi- 
tions effor t to reach a lasting 
to the country’s 14 
years of dvfl war. 

But the talks have stumbled 
over a demand for a 

speedier timetable for Syrian 
troops to le*w Lebanon and how 


fay Muslim demands for political 
reforms should be linked to that 
demand. 

Prince Sand is a member of an 
Arab League committee, also 


which is trying to end Lebanon’s 
war. It achieved a ceasefire be- 
tween the troops of Christian 
army commander Michel Aoun 
and Syrian forces and their allies, 
which halted six months of bitter 
artillery battles. 

The deputies said discussions 
were underway on a middle-way 
co m prom is e between provisoes 
of an Arab-sponsored “charter 
for national reconciliation" and 
Christian demands for foe with- 
drawal of Syria’s 33,000 troops 
from Lebanon. 

The charter stipulates Syrian 
troops should withdraw from 
Beirut, mountains to die sooth- 
east and foe north to die eastern 
Bekaa Valley 24 months after a 
new president is elected, a prime - 


minis ter named and political re-, 
forms in favour of the majority 
Muslims approved by parliament. 

The deputies said a co m p rom - 

ise under debate provided for the 
Syrian withdrawal to the Bekaa 
after electing a head of state, 
choosing a prime minister and 
approving part instead of all the 
political reforms. 

Christian Deputy Gibran 
Taouk told reporters after the 
meeting that agreement was 
reached to prepare a separate 
danse providing for assurances of 
an eventual Syrian withdrawal. 

He said the dause would not be 
part of the main charter, winch 
foe Arab mediators have advised 
the Christians against changing 
because it had international sup- 
port. 

“There is nothing final and foe 
Christian depaties still have a lot 
of discussions themselves 

and with officials in Beirut,” one 
deputy said. 



King and Queen 
arrive in London 


Interior Minister Salem Masa’dcfa holds a press 
conference Tuesday to announce the oatcome of a 


thre e - day n omBn a tfcm process for can did ates hi the 
Nov. S ejections (Petra photo) 


Regent underlines media role 
in communication with citizen 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, Tuesday stressed die 
important role played by the mass 
media in opening gfranwelg of 
communication with cit iz e n s, par- 
ticularly at this time when Jordan 
is at the threshold of a new era, 
which will witness the general 
parliamentary elections for the 
first time in 20 years. 

Speaking at a meeting with the 
staff of Jordan television and 
radio. Prince Hassan said Jordan 
was passing through a stage of 
evaluation and that was learning 


from its past experiences and 



future it wants. 

He reaffirmed that Jordan had 
been able to overcome the diffi- 
cult economic stage through the 
economic adjustment program- 
mes it is applying and the credi- 
bility it enjoys in the international 
scene. Based on this, Prince Has- 
san noted, Jordan has received 
assistance from the aster Arab 
countries, Japan, the United 
States, f-arnada, foe International 
Monetary Fund and other inter- 
national aid agencies. Morever, 


Jordan has been able to resche- 
dule its debts, the Crown Prince 
pointed oat. 

Prince Hassan reviewed the 
positive outcome of the visits 
made by His Majesty King Hus- 
sein to the United States early 
this year and his recent visit to 
Panada The Regent also referred 
to his own visit to foe United 
States last month, in addition to 
foe visits made by other Jorda- 
nian officials. He pointed out that 
such visits had come op with 
assistance and investment loans 
to Jordan. 


LONDON (Petra) — Their Ma- 
jesties King Hussein and Queen 
Noor arrived in London Tuesday 
on a several-day visit during which 
King Hussein will defiver a lec- 
ture at Oxford University. 

King Hussein and Queen Noor 
arrived here after an official visit 
to Canaria during which foe King 
met with the governor general of 
Canada and held discussions with 
r'anw/tiar) Prime Minis ter Brian 
Muhxmey and senior officials on 
bilateral relations and foe latest 
developments in the Middle East 
and current International issues. 

The King also met with repre- 
sentatives of economic commer- 
cial and financial sectors of 

Panada. 

The ministers of energy and 
mine ral resources and planning 
also held talks with their Cana- 
dian counterparts on means of 
strengthening bilateral coopera- 
tion. The two ministers reviewed 
with the Canadian officials pros- 
pects for setting up Canadian 
investment projects in Jordan. 

The Alberta State Prime Minis- 


ter Monday hosted a farewell 
party in honour of King Hussein, 
Queen Noor and the accompany- 
ing delegation. 

In a dinner speech, prime 
minister landed the friendly rela- 
tions between Jordan and 
Canada. 

He stressed Canadian interest 
in broadening scopes of coopera- 
tion with Jordan and exploring 
investment opportunities in the 
Kingdom. 

He praised Jordan’s role and its 
achievements it made under the 
leadership of King Hussein and 
said that the stability which Jor- 
dan enjoys encourages the pri- 
vate sector in Alberta to seriously 
consider prospects for setting up 
Canadian investments in Jordan, 
particularly in the area of oil 
exploration. 

King Hussein thanked him for 
the hospitality and the warm wel- 
come accorded to him and the 
Jordanian delegation and voiced 
pride in the existing ties of coop- 
eration between Jordan and 
Canada. 


Sharif Zeid denounces 
attack on Saudi diplomat 


PLO leaders shun 
American proposals 


Ruffe Gandhi 

Gandhi 
sets early 
elections 

NEW DELHI (Agencies) — In- 
dian Prime Minister Rajiv Gan- 
dhi Tuesday called national par- 
liamentary elections earlier than 
had been expected, Nov. 22 and 
24. 

“It was a stroke oat of the blue 
and the immediate reaction was 
come,” said a broker on the 
Bombay stock exchange where 
share prices tumbled as rumours 
spread that the government had 
derided to go to the noils for the 
545-seat Lok Sabha (lower 
house). 

The announcement of the dates 
by the Indian Election Commis- 
sion came a few hours after Gan- 
dhi called a fuQ cabinet meeting 
to ratify his dedsun. 

Voting will take place in most 
seats Nov. 22 but in a few remote 
areas two days later, the commis- 
sion said. 

Gandhi himself will stand for 
election in hs constituency of 
Amethi, in Uttar Pradesh. 

Technically, Gandhi could 
have delayed the elections until 
the first week of January and he 
was attempted in recent days to 
quash rumours that he would go 
to the country earlier. 

Gandhi's Congress Party won 
415 seats in the last elections, 
conducted in December 1984 two 
months after his mother. Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi, was 
assassinated by two of her Sikh 
bodyguards. 

Gandhi's decision came on the 
heels of fresh charges of high- 
level corruption and his failure to 
push two constitutional amend- 
ments through parliament last 
week. 

“By deriding to face the peo- 
ple, the government has been 
forced to tains the only option 
available to it,” said Gandhi's 
chief political rival, Vshwanath 
Pratap Singh. 

Smgh is the leader of the Jana- 
ta Dm, one of five groups com- 
prising the opposition National 
Front. 


.BAGHDAD (Agencies) — The 
Palestine liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO), spuming U.S. prop- 
osals for Israefi-Falestmian talks, 
has stock to its demand for a 
central role in peace moves. 

The Palestine Central Council 
(PCC), a 108-member policy- 
making body, concluded a meet- 
ing in Baghdad Monday, urging 
“firm confrontations of American 
policy, which is still based on the 
rejection of the Palestinian peo- 
ple’s right to setf-dtetemrmation. ” 

Also, Syrian-based factions 
attending foe meeting urged the 
PLO to start talks with Syria and 
mid a seven-year dispute with 
President Hafez Al Assad. 

There was no word on foe 
outcome of the Syrian debate. 
Bat the PLO’s now-tougher stand 
on the U.S. proposals should help 
it in many rapprochement with 
Damascus, which rejects any 
direct Iaraeli-Palestinian talks. 

The Syrian thinking was re- 
flected in a commentary by the 
official daily Tishrin praising the 
imdeiground leaders of the upris- 
ing for rejecting what it called 
suspicious peace plans presented 
by Israel, Egypt and foe U.S. 

It called on Arab states to press 
foe U.S. administration to accept 
an international peace conference 
and allow the Palestinians restore 
their rights. 

The paper indirectly criticised 
FLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 
and other Arab states which “are 
still betting on an unbiased U.S. 
position towards the Arab-Israefi 
conflict.” 

“The uprising’s 47th leaflet re- 
newed foe Palestinian people’s 
rejection of all capitulation and 
suspicious initiatives starting with 
Shamir’s plan and ending with 
James Baker’s proposals...” 
Tishrin said. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir’s proposals for elections 


in the occupied territories, and 
Egyptian President Hosm Mubar- 
ak’s clarification paints in addi- 
tion to the five-point plan by U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
have so fax gained no PLO 
backing. 

The plans are aimed at choos- 
ing non-PLO representatives for 
peace talks with Israel but the 
uprising leaflet said that only the 
FLO could appoint Palestinian 
delegates to the talks. 

The PCC said in a final declara- 
tion after two days of meetings 
that the PLO alone can decide 
who should talk to the Israelis. 

Baker’s plan does not mention 
the PLO, and Shamir has re- 
jected any FLO participation in 
foe talks, which would be a pre- 
liminary step towards elections in 
the occupied territories. 

“The PLO and the PLO alone 
has the right to name the Palesti- 
nian ride to any talks with Israel, 
whether they be Palestinians in- 
side the otxnpied territories or 
outride,” the PCC said. 

The declaration accused 
Washington of ignoring the PLO 
as the “sole legitimate repre- 
sentative” of the Palestinians. It 
said foe American proposals were 
only a version of foe Israeli plan. 

“If we are ever to get the 
process off the ground, Palesti- 
nians are going to have to find a 
way to respond positively,” U.S. 
State Department spokeswoman 
Margaret D. TutwDer said Mon- 
day in Was hi ng to n. 

She said Baker would keep 
working with Israeli and Egyptian 
officials to get negotiations 
started. 

The PCC also said Palestinian- 
Israeti talks proposed recently by 
foe United States and Egypt 
could only be a preliminary step 
towards an international peace 
conference under United Nations 
auspices. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Minis- 
ter Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker Tues- 
day condemned the perpetrators 
of a bomb blast which wounded a 
Saudi Arabian diplomat in 
Ankara. 

In a telegram of sympathy to 
Saudi Defence Minister Prince 
Sultan Ibn Abdul Aziz, Sharif 
Zeid said Monday's attack 
showed the “baseness and cowar- 
dice” of its perpetrators^ 

Sharif Zeid retorhaTto Am- 
man late Monday evening after 
accompanying His Majesty King 
Hussein on his official visit to 
Italy earlier this month, and took 
part in foe talks the King held 
with Italian leaders on Middle 
East issues and Italian- Jordanian 
relations. 

Saudi Arabia Tuesday <»nde- 
mn ed as a “cowardly and criminal 
act” the carbomb blast in Ankara 


in which the Saudi diplomat, 
Abdul Rahman Shrewi, lost both 
legs. 

A statement by foe Saudi Fore- 
ign Ministiy said the attack was 
against Islam and violated of the 
simplest humanitarian principles. 

The statement, carried by foe 
Saudi Press Agency, urged die 
Turkish government not to spare 
any effort in tracking down the 
attackers and “inflicting the stif- 
fest punishment on thorn.” 

Saudi King Fahd sent a special 
flying hospital to pick up Shrewi, 
28, for treatment in foe kingdom. 

Surgeons have amputated both 
limbs at the knees. The legs were 
shattered by the powerful bomb 
that blew Shrewi out of the car as 
be drove to work. 

Shrewi was an accountant in 
foe office of the embassy’s milit- 
ary attache. 


Egypt, Libya open 
‘new chapter 9 in ties 


TOBRUK, Libya (Agencies) — 
Egypt’s Hosni Mubarak and Li- 
byan leader Muammar Qadhafi, 
enemies for years, exchanged 
vows Tuesday to respect each 
other’s laws, security and sta- 
bility. 

Mubarak, who began recon- 
ciliation talks with Qadhafi Mon- 
day in foe Egyptian coastal resort 
of Mersa Metruh, crossed the 
border Tuesday to make foe first 
visit to Libya by an Egyptian 
president in 17 years. 

“The two leaders made it dear 
that Egypt mid Libya were start- 
ing a new chapter.” Egyptian 
Information Minister Safwat Al 
Sharif told reporters. 

He said both leaders stressed 
their eagerness for each other's 
security and stability and the im- 
portance of respecting laws in 
each country. 

Dressed in a white suit and 
black shirt, Qadhafi hugged 
Mubarak on his arrival at the 
coastal town of Tobruk 130 
kilometres west of the border. 

Thousands of Libyans chanted 
“One people, not two, from Mar- 
rakesh to Bahrain” as Qadhafi 


led Mubarak into a bedouin-style 
tent for almost three hours of 
talks. 

Even Mubarak, in response to 
the “one people” theme, bad to 
answer “Yes — one people.” 

But diplomats say the Egyptian 
leader, known for his cautious, 
steady style, is expected to move 
slowly in search of tanjpble re- 
sults rather than allowing old 
dreams of a union between foe 
two countries to be resurrected. 

Libya and Syria are foe only 
Arab countries which have not 
yet restored ties with Egypt, 
broken in 1979 after Cairo’s trea- 
ty with Israel. 

There has been no move yet to 
restore diplomatic ties but the 
talks mark the end of almost two 
decades of hostility which in- 
cluded in a brief border war in 
1977. 

Qadhafi met Mubarak in May 
when Egypt returned to its place 
at an Arab League summit. 

Since then the border has been 
reopened, flights resumed and 
foe two countries exchanged 
high-level envoys. 


Soviets abstain from U.N. vote on Israel 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
The Soviet Union on Tuesday for 
the first time in seven, years ab- 
stained from a vote to reject 
Israel’s U.N. credentials. 

Soviet Ambassador Alexander 
M. Belonogov said later Tuesday 
that the abstention reflects his 
government's c ommitm ent to foe 
princqtle of universality of the 
United Nations and broad parti- 


But he emphasised that it 
“does not reflea in any way that 
we have changed our assessment 
of Israel's foreign policy in which, 
unfortunately, we have seen no 
change.” 

The largely ceremonial move 
came when the General Assem- 
bly took op the report of the 
credentials committee, which 
each year recommends seating of 


all current members of the 159- 
nation world body, including 
Israel. 

Libya raised a point of order, 
saying Israel’s credentials should 
not be accepted, but Denmark 
submitted a resolution saying 
there should be no discussion of 
the Arab agrumenL 

The vote in favour of foe Dan- 
ish resolution was 95-37, with 15 
abstentions. Last year’s vote was 
95-41, with seven abstentions. 

The report of the credentials 
committee to accept all members 
was accepted Tuesday without 
objection after the Danish resolu- 
tion passed. 

The Soviet Union has tradi- 
tionally voted against Israel. This 
year it abstained, along with the 
Ukraine and Byelorussia- Tur- 
key, which abstained fast year. 


voted in favour of Israel. 

General Assembly resolutions 
are not binding and a vote of the 
15-nation Security Council is re- 
quired to expel a nation or admit 
a new member. But the assembly, 
by refusing to accept credentials, 
can bar a nation from participat- 
ing in foe work of foe assembly, 
as in the case of South Africa. 

Israeli diplomats had said the 
Soviet vote would be a litmus test 
of Moscow’s intentions in impro- 
ving relations with Israel and 
playing a significant role in the 
Middle East peace process. 

Israeli Ambassador Johan an 
Ban, the acting permanent rep- 
resentative, said foe Soviet ab- 
stention “is a move in the right 
direction, yes, definitely posi- 
tive.” 

Arab states have sought since 


1982 to expel Israel, pointing oat 
that it is an international outlaw 
and defies U.N. resolutions call- 
ing on the government to with- 
draw from occupied Arab lands. 

The Arab states tins year also 
denounced Israel for its harsh 
handling of foe Uprising. 

Clovis Maksoud, ambassador 
of the Arab League, called foe 
Soviet abstention “regrettable,” 
but a “tactical move that does not 
alter the Soviet Union's basic 
commitment to the fundamental 
rights of foe Palestinian people 
and justice in the Middle East.” 

In view of the changed Soviet 
vote, he said he did not know 
whether Arab states would again 
challenge Israel’s credentials and 
said that in the future Arab 
would have to be “more self- 
reliant” 









Middle Ejst News 


Khartoum: Rebels stage 
unprovoked attacks 


Ozai to stand for president 


KHARTOUM (R) — A member of Sudan’s ruling 
military junta accused the rebel Sudan People’s 
Liberation Army (SPLA) Tuesday of staging unpro- 
voked attacks in the southern region of Equatoria. 


Brigadier Dominic Ifanaann 
told Reuters the SPLA killed 12 


by the Arab Muslim north. 
Meanwhile the International 


people when it ambushed a con- Committee of the Red Cross 
voy between the towns of Juba (ICRC) says it has visited 105 
and Yei in southern Sudan. last ■ prisoners of war held by 


month. 

He said the SPLA had 
abducted at gunpoint some 300 


Sudanese rebels and right held by 
the government. 

The SPLA has said that the 


people including children and government ( always killed rebels 
priests in Iba and Remeze in it captured and warned that it 


western Equatoria. 


would do the same with its gov- 


A series of ceasefires have eminent prisoners, 
been announced by the rebels The ICRC, in a report 
and the government. The latest obtained by Reuters Monday and 
truce was declared by Sudan's dated Sept. 13, said its delegates 
new military leader General provided the prisoners with 
Omar Hassan A1 Bashir and ez- medical help. It did not say where 


piles on Nov. 4. 

The SPLA, a predominantly 


they were held. 

In a separate development, a 


again to give him a chance to 
appeal his 40 year prison term, a 
Khartoum daily said Tuesday, 

A1 Ingaz A1 Watani said Idris 
A1 a member of the five- 

man Supreme Council which was 
disbanded by the new military 
junta last June, is to have his case 
refemed back to the court winch 
tried hhn. 

parnia n jailed on charges of 
corruption, had refused to defend 
himself at his first trial in protest 
at the court 's refusal to grant him 
hail. He also refused to appeal 
against his sentence. 

The newspaper quoted Ali 
Mohammad Yassin, the under 
secretary in the Attorney Gener- 
al’s chamber, as saying file court 
which sentenced Banna had itself 
raised his case to the court to 
appeal to give him another 
chance. 

It said the prosecution counsel 
has seat a memo to the court 
firing it to put Banna on trial 
again. 


ANKARA (R) — Prime Minister 
Turgot Ozai announced Tuesday 
he would stand as a presidential 
candidate in forthc oming elec- 
tions in pvfiamenL 
Oral is widely expected to be 
elected to the seven-year post by 
parliament in a polling process 
that starts Friday . became his 
party has 289 seats in the 450-seat 
chamber. 

Oral told a meeting of deputies 
of his Motherland Party in parlia- 
ment: “I have finally decided to 
be a candidate for president.” 
Ozal’s announcement came 
two days before an official dead-, 
line for nominations expires 
Thursday. No other candidates 
have entered the race so far. 

The opposition Soc ial D emo- 
crat Socialist Party (SHP) and 


centre -rightist True Path Party 
(TPP) have threatened to boycott 
the electron if Oral stands. 

They said recent public opinion 
polls showed Ozai had lost fire 
country’s confidence because of 
his failure to tackle inflation. 

There was no immediate in- 
dication of who Ozai wonld name 
as his successor to lead the party, 
which fared disastrously in 
nationwide local elections last 
March, polling only 22 per cent of 
tire vote. 

Parliament will begin the first 
of np to four romids of voting for 
president Friday. 

A two thirds majority of 300 
votes is heeded in the first two 
ballots but a simple majority of 
226 tn the subsequent rounds will 
elect the new president.. 



Torgnt Oral 


Turkish night club blast kills 6 


southern movement, is fighting to top official in Sudan's deposed has sent a memo to d 
end what it sees as domination of government of Prime Minister asking it to put Banna 
the Christian and animist south Sadeq A1 Mahdi would go on trial again . 


Somalia admits some army mutinies; 
Libya sends troops to help Barre 


MOGADISHU (R) — President 
Mohammad Siad Barre admitted 
for the first time some army 
troops had mutinied, and rebels 
accused Libya of sending troops 
and heavy weapons to back 
Somalia against them. 

Siad Bane told farmers meet- 
ing in the capital Mogadishu 
Monday night that some gov- 
ernment troops had "turned 
the barrel of the gun against those 
who trained and equipped them.*' 

Without giving details, he con- 
demned rebellious soldiers who 
he said were fighting loyalists in 
southern and northern Somalia 
and backing rebels of the Somali 
National Movement (SNM). 

The SNM, demanding political 
and "economic reforms in the im- 


poverished East African nation, 
has been fighting since 1981 to 
topple Siad Barre, who seized 
power in a 1969 coup and turned 
the country into a one- party, 
state. 

“We have been pressured to 
liberalise the economy. We 
accepted. They urged us to re- 
introduce a multi-party systems. 
We accepted that idea. What eke 
do they want from us?” he angrily 
asked. 

The SNM has reported fre- 
quent mutinies among govern- 
ment troops especially in the 
north, where the rebels last year 
fought heavy battles which nearly 
destroyed Hargeisa, the region’s 
largest town. 


Soviet Azerbaijani 
defects in Cairo 


CAIRO ( AP) — A Soviet nation- 
al from Azerbaijan who dropped 
out of a tour group, went to the 
U.S. embassy and sought to de- 
fect said Monday he “would 
rather die here" than return. 

The man earlier had sought 
asylum from the Turkish embassy 
but was turned down on ground 
he did not qualify as a legitimate 
refugee. 

Daoud Aiyev, 45, an artist and 
a member of Azerbaijan's Mus- 


lim Shi'ite majority, said be left 
the tour group last week when it 
arrived in Cairo from southern 
Egypt- 

Leaving the group of 30 tour- 
ists from Baku, Azerbaijan, “was 
very difficult,” Aiyev said. “All 
eyes were on everyone. If I was 
caught. I would have been sent 
back and killed." 

The Soviet embassy was dosed 
for the day and its officials un- 
available for comment. 


The SNM said Tuesday Libya 
had sent 7 00 troops, tanks, 
armoured cars and thousands of 
tonnes of ammunition to Somalia 
to help the government fig ht 
them. 

“The Libyan troops... com- 
prise pilots, technicians, tank a nd 
artillery crews and other special- 
ised units,” said an SNM state- 
ment telexed to Reuters in Nairo- 
bi from London. 

Israeli Radio’s Arabic service, 
also reported the alleged delivery 
of Libyan arms, said the weapons 
had been rushed to government 
troops in northern Somalia. 

The SNM statement said Li- 
byan leader Muammar Qadhafi, 
who in the past has not openly 
backed the Somali government, 
was expected to attend celebra- 
tions in Mogadishu Saturday 

marking the 20th anniv ersary of 

Siad Bane’s coming to power. 

Meanwhile 11 people detained 
for theft in Somalia have died of 
suffocation in a sweltering prison 
cell, the official Somali News 
Agency reported. 

It said 11 of 26 prisoners cram- 
med in a cell in Mogadishu woe 
found dead from excessive heat 
and lack of oxygen Monday. 

The agency said the p ris on e r s 
had been arrested for stealing 
goods from the docks. Three 
policemen guarding them were 
arrested. 


ANKARA (R) — Six people 
were killed and 11 were injured in 
an explosion and fire at a night 
dub in central Ankara Tuesday, 
the semi-official Anatolian News 
Agency said. 

All the victims were believed to 
be employees in the dub 

in the early hoars of the morning 
after customers had left 

Ankara Fire Department offi- 
cials said the six died of asphyxia- 
tion after dense smoke fined the 
pre mis es fbOowing a fire caused 
by an explosion of a can of petrol. 

Police sources said three peo- 
ple were being held on suspicion 
of involvement in die dub fire but 
(fid not (fisdose their names. 

The incident occurred at 
around 5.00 a.m. (0300 GMT) 
after customers had left and the 
staff were eating, they said. 

The dub was one of about 40 
m?rf% Ha« entertainment places 
in Ankara and bad room for 
about 50 customers. 


Saudi Arabia cowcteimw 
bomb attack 

In another development, Sandi 
Arabia condemned a car bomb 
attack on one of its diplomats in 
Turkey and called for the swift 
arrest and prutishment of whoev- 
er was responsible. 

“While strongly condemning 
this crimtnfll and cowardly act ... 
we are sure Turkey will spare no 
effort to arrest the criminals and 
inflict strict punishment on 
them,” die Sandi Press Agency 
(SPA) quoted a Foreign Ministry 
official as saying. 

SPA said 28-year-old Abdur- 
rahman Shiewi, whose legs were 
shattered Monday when a bomb 
went off in bis car in Ankara, had 
been flown to Saudi Arabia far 
medical treatment. 

An anonymous telephone cal- 
ler rfanwing to speak for Islamic 
Jihad Monday tad a news agency 
in Cyprus that the pro-Iranian 
Lebanese group had staged the 
attack. 


' The caller, whose dawn could 
not be verified, said the attack 
was “revenge (for) the execution 
of onr brothers in Sandi Arabia.” 
Saudi Arabia last month ex- 
ecuted 16 Kuwaitis, including 10 
of Iranian origin, found guQty of 
involvement in bomb attacks in 
Mecca in July in winch one Pakis- 
tani pilgrim was killed and 16 


In October last year another 
diplomat at the Saudi embassy in 
Ankara was killed at his home by 
an wnMBitffiwi gunman. 

The telephone caller also said 
Mamie Jihad would start execut- 
ing Swiss hostages it was holding 
unless Switzerland released a 
member of the group, a convicted 
hijacker, within three days. 

Two Swiss Red Gross workers 
are missing, believed kidnapped 
in Lebanon but no group has 
claimed responsibility for their 


Mamie Jihad is also believed to 
hold two Americans hostage in 
Lebanon. 


Israel to reprimand officers 
over Syrian pilot’s defection 


TEL AVIV (AP) — A military 
investigation team concluded that 
a “faulty report and mistaken 
decision-making process” in 
Israel’s air force led to a failure in 
intercepting a Syrian MiG-23 war- 
plane flown by a defector into 
nort h er n Israel, the army said 
Monday. 

The investigators recom- 
mended that an officer who was 
in charge of Israel’s air defences 
at the time of the defection be 
reprimanded for his actions fol- 


lowing a mistaken decision. 

They also recommended that 
an air traffic controller who was 
in charge during the Oct. 11 
incident be “notified of the faulty 
report that contributed to a mis- 
taken decision,” the military 
command said in a statement. 

The air force was also expected 
to update its standing orders and 
procedures related to air infiltra- . 
tions following the release of the 
report, military officials said. 

An army official said the con- 


troller had the rank of lieutenant 
colonel while the officer in charge 
of air defences was a cokraeL 
“A lot of information was flow- 
ing in the system, and some of die 
information was undear. After 
all, the plane has been detected 
as a low-flying alien object mov- 
ing at a high speed,” the official 
tokf the Associated Press. 

. He said-the- colonel was repri- 
manded because “we expect cor- 
rect decisions to be taken even 
when the information is tmdear." 


Major rebel offensive threatens Ethiopian government 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — North- 
ern rebels have launched a major 
offensive, according to reports 
reaching the Ethiopian capital, 
and the guerrilla forces have in- 
flicted defeats on government 
troops. 

According to diplomats in 
Addis Ababa, the rebels have 
pushed government forces back 
and readied nearly to Dese. 250 
kilometres from the capital. 

The reports could not be con- 
firmed. But a rebel advance to 
Dese would raise a threat of 
cutting the road between Addis 
Ababa and the Red Sea port of 
Assab, site of Ethiopia's only oil 
refinery and one of two key 
points of entry for tonnes of 
emergency relief food. 

One African diplomat said 
President Mengistu Haile 
Mariam’s forces would have to 
act to halt the rebel advance 
before it becomes serious trouble 
for the government. 

The diplomats interviewed 
spoke on condition they not be 
identified. 

The push southward is by a 
group calling itself the Ethiopian 
People’s Revolutionary Demo- 
cratic Movement, a combined 


force of the Tigre Per i- 
beration Front and the Ethiopian 
People’s Democratic Movement. 

The Liberation Front, winch 
took up arms in 1974, is pressing 
for increased autonomy for die 
province of Tigre and the over- 
throw of Mengistu’s Marxist gov- 
ernment. The front has an esti- 
mated 20,000 troops. 

The Democratic Movement, a 
smaller group, split four years 
ago from the radical Ethiopian 
People’s Revolutionary Party 
formed after the 1974 ouster of 
the late Emperor Rule Selassie. 

The Ethiopian army went 
through a leadership crisis follow- 
ing May 15 coup attempt, when 
troops loyal to Mengistu killed at 
least 14 generals and the govern- 
ment jailed 100 senior officers. 

Officers appointed to replace 
those killed or imprisoned have 
little field experience and 
apparently have railed to rally the 
support of the troops, one Afri- 
can envoy said. 

In a speech after the coup, 
Mengistu said the rebellious 
generals had lacked patriotism. 
He blamed them for the govern- 
ment’s repeated recent failures in 
clashes with the rebels. 


He was referring to rebel vic- 
tories that began with a joint 
offensive in May 1988 by the 
Liberation Front and the seces- 
sionist Eritrean Peoples’ Libera- 
tion Front when the rebels cap- 
tured most of Tigre and much of 
Eritrea, Ethiopia's northernmost 
province. 

The Eritreans have been fight- 
ing since 1962, but in September 
began peace talks with the gov- 
ernment. The second round of 
talks is scheduled for Nov. 18 in 
Kenya’s capital, Nairobi. 

The government recouped 
most of its losses in Tigre, but the 
lines in Eritrea remained static. 
Another Liberation Front offen- 
sive from February to March 
pushed government forces out of 
nearly all of Tigre, setting the 
stage for the recent offensive. 

The reports said a string of 
rebel victories pushed 20,000 gov- 
ernment troops and thousands of 
civil servants from the Tlgrean 
provincial capital of Mekele 
south to Maycbew, near Tlgre’s 
southern bonier and out of the 
province and into neighbouring 
Wollo last month. 

Diplomats said the .army suf- 
fered a major defeat in Maychew, 


where they said the rebels des- 
troyed at least IS Soviet-made 
tanks and captured more than 20. 
The rebels also seized an un- 
known number of anti-aircraft 
guns, multiple rocket launchers, 
and amm u ni tion, they said. 

“Two divisions were wiped 
out,” said one Western diplomat 

The liberation Front in a 
clandestine broadcast Sept 20, 
said the rebels lolled or wounded 
17,000 government troops and 
captured 10,300. It was impossi- 
ble to verify the dawn. 

Tbe Ethiopian government has 
an estimated 313,000 troops but 
the morale of tbe soldiers is ques- 
tionable. 

In addition to low troop 
morale, Mengistn also faces the 
problem of nromacing the war, 
which he said consumed half of 
tins impoverished nation’s budget 
this year. 

The World Bank calculates 
Ethiopia's per capita income at 
$120 a year and considers the 
Horn of Africa nation of 49 miJ- 
fion people the world’s poorest. 

Diplomats say the Soviet Un- 
ion, Ethiopia’s major arms sup- 
plier, is pressing Mengistu to seek 
a political solution to the fighting. 
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Addis Ababa reside nt s say they 
are sceptical a negotiated end to 
tbe war is posable in Tigre and 


Wollo and believe the rebels will 
not stop until the current govern- 
ment is o ve r th row n . 


Gunmen kill PLO member 

std on (R) — Gunmen opened fire on two members of the 
Palestine t iteration Organisation (FLO} in fins southern pact 
city, killing one «n d wounding the other, security sources said 
Tuesday. The shooting took place overnight in- the Pales ti n ian 
refugee of Am A1 Hflweh, a major bastion for several 
Palestinia n fadings, fine ffmroes arid- The-PLO ted by Chairman 
Yasser 'A rafa t warned Sonday- agains t Palestinian infighting and 
accused a radical Palestinian guerrilla group of killing ram of its 
officials, Ali Hashran in Ain AL Hflweh last week. Secqrity 
sources saud Abo NidaFs Fateh Revolutionary Councfl (FRQwas 
responsible for Hasbem’s killing- A few days before ah FRC 
official. Dr. Monsa Atiyrih Alawna, was shot dead at the camp. 

Bonn president starts visit to Morocco 

RABAT (R) — Brightly-dressed Berber tribeswomen darned, 
threw flowers arid sang songs of welcome to greet West Goman 
President Richard von Wdzsaecker af the start of a state virit to 
Morocco. Von Wensaecker, the first West German head of state 
to visit Morocco, was met at Rabat International Airport by Ring 
Hassan. After reviewing a guard of honour, tfae'two men were 
driven to the king’s palace along roads flanked by ch e ering 
children waving the flags of both countries. Political analysts said 
the five-day visit would highlight flic close ties between Morocco 
and the Western world in general and tire European Community 
in particular. Two years ago, Eng Ilnwan even appHud to join the 
EC. Many diplomats arid analysts dismissed his bid as a ploy to 
get good ter ms on a fistring ami cooperation accord, but others 
stud it also drew attention to the trade flow. WeA Germany has 
come from virtually nowhere to become Morocco’s third most 
important trade partner after Frame and Spain. 

Turkey welcomes talks with Bulgaria 

ANKARA (R) — Turkey has welcomed a decision by Sofia to 
hold raitre tins month on their dispute over Bulgaria’s ethnic 
Turkish minority. “We sincerely hope tint the meeting in Kuwait 
cm Oct. 30 will be a beginning for a realistic and constructive 
dialogue,” Foreign Ministry spokesman Murat Sungar said. 
Bulgaria said Sunday that Foreign Minister Peter Mladesaov 
would accept an invitation from Kuwait, current chairman of the 
Organisation Of T»Wir Conference (OIC), for talks with Ttadodi 
Foreign Minister Mesut Yihnaz. Turkey wantsto negotiate a pact 
on tire future of fire estimated 1.5 nriDktn-stioim minority and fire 
proper ty rights of over 310,000 refugees who fled to Turkey tins 
year saying they were escaping from a (piped assimilation 
campai gn- “We would -Eke to believe that Bulgaria realises tins 
h umani t arian issue cannot be dosed without reaching a solution 
and Turkish-Bulgarian. relations cannot assume a desired charac- 
teristic until then,” Sungar said. 

Italian minister visits Algeria 

ALGIERS (R) — Italian Foreign Minister Gianni de Michetis 
discussed bilateral ties and developments in fire Lebanese crisis 
with Algerian Foreign Mhrister Sid Ahmad Ghozafi. The Alge- 
rian News Agency (APS) said tbe two ministers also discussed 
relations between fire European Community and file Arab 
Maghreb Union, which groups Algeria, Libya, Mauritania, 
Morocco and Tfrnisia- Ghozafi, who returned from. Sandi Arabia 
Sunday, was expected to brief de Micbefis on Lebanese peace 
talks now in thear 17th day in the Saudi mountain resort of Taif. 
Algeria is a member along with Morocco and Saudi Arabia of an 
Arab League committee set up to end Lebanon’s 14-year-okl dvfl 
war. Italy is Algeria’s biggest gas customer and the two countries 
signed a cooperation protocol in 1988. Italy granted trade credits 
to Algeria eadier fins year worth some $230 jpnDkm. 

Iran lashes out at new FBI ruling 

NICOSIA (AP) — An Iranian daily has criticised fire American 
Justice Department’s derision to authorise fire FBI to chase and 
arrest fugitives abroad. The official Islamic Republic News 
Agency (TRNA) quoted fire daily newspaper Jomhuri Island as 
saying the new U.S. policy “proves total disrespect” to fire 
sovereignty of other countries. The Justice Department Friday 
anno unced that it has reversed a 9-year-old policy that denied the 
FBI authority to seize fugitives in foreign countries. “If tbe US. is 
allowed such practices, why shouldn't others have tbe same 
privilege? mice generalised, tire measure will push the world 
c ommuni ty to anarchy,” IRNA, monitored in Nicosia, quoted the 
daily as saying. Jomhuri Island added that the mandate granted 
to the FBI turns kidnapping into “an official and legal practice, 
fitting well into the country's legal standards.” A riding by 
ex-President Jimmy Carter’s administration in 1980 considered 
tire seizure of any fugitive outride UJS. territory an act of 
kidnapping. A State Department official, requesting anonymity, 
said Friday the new move disturbed Secretary of State James A. 
Baker IH because it could complicate relations with other 
countries. 

Iraqi envoy uneasy about conference 

PARIS (R) — Iraq’s ambassador to France has expressed unease 
and dissatisfaction over a Paris conference on Kurdish hnmam 
rights organised by President Francois Mitterrand’s wife, Dan id- 
le- Abdul Razcal A1 Haslmni said last weekend’s two-day meeting 
was biased. “Because of such a conf eren ce, yes there is 
di ss a ti s fac tion, yes there is unease, because it was one-sided,” be 
told reporters. “The organisers should bear in mind tire import- 
ance of ihaqi-Ficocii . relations,” he said at a luncheon, adding 
however that he did not think bilateral ties would be AwmH 


D ani el l e Mitterrand’s independent human ri ght* pressure group, 
France-Libertes, was fire main organiser and she presided at the 
ev mit. In its final dedata tion, the conference said it would setup 
an international committee to monitor the ti n man right* situation 
of 30 nriffion Kurds largely concentrated in Iraq, Turkey and 
Iran. H a shrmi said he bad not been invited to speak at fire 
conference. Itaq, a key French ally in the hfiddle East and a 
prized customer for French arms, is believed to have complained 
to the Socialist g ov ernm ent before fire meeting 
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Cmuulois (laige) 

Qtaabasfmati) 

Dates — 


Grapefruit 

Grapes 

Goan 

Lemon .... 

Mallow ; 

“ 

Onion (dry) 


Sweet Melon . 

Tomatoes 

Water Melon 


Osperkg. 
.. 420 / 380 
~ 550/500 

- 45Q/.400 

- 4007350 

- 540/460 
.. 170/M0 

- 350/300 

- 270/220 

- 250/200 
.. 200/150 

- 380 / 320 
.. 450/460 

- 240/200 

- 900/800 

- 230/200 
-,400 / 350 

- 400 / 350 

- 450 / 400 

- 200 /160 
- 160/120 

- 180/150 

- 310/250 

- 600/550 

- 290 / 250 
.. 220/180 

- 220/180 
» 330/300 
- 300/250 
•• 300/260 
.. 350 / 300 
.. 160/120 
■ 200/ 170 
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ELECTIONS ’89 

By Nermeen Murad' 


iifledwwnen with children, wHe streets dotted with unB homes, 
m ma ma gy a Ivge ground. The crowd s eem ed indgdGcnt; it is 

*"2®"*5* more ®f a wide background lor a am, a poet with 
poetical Ideas. 

The lBfle cfafldren no around in circles. “We can’t hare a part 


wontdm ocraqr,” the ana told the stort crowd. T« crowds 

divided fate two; a side for w o men and children and i»n*jw for 

men. There were no soitdrink cans (figtrflmted to the voters, no tea 

«■ coffee, no baft*, nothing but sentences toll of ideab, dreams 
and aspirations. 

TUs candidate is not mm n ip tiig in the ‘ ‘prestigious” Third 
District sT Amman, nor fa hg fM: >iip itm m an area, ft* 

is ca mp a i g ni ng fa Jabal A1 Naser (Second District), one of the 
“poorer” areas of Amm an, where voters do not want fav our s and 
sweet words, they want plans. 

In the Third District, a auaouh**, ashed about the “raecfaan - 
tans” of his plans, shakes Ids bead and fmmediately answers: “No 
one can tdl yon what he can do. When we get to FBrtenent we wB 
form- we wBL.. we wflL” 

Bat fa Jabal A1 Naser, the candidate <Bd not have to be asked. 
“We defin i tel y have to solve oar economic problem, and we wfl 
drfeiitiriy hare to face some hard times. We wfll need to tighten our 
belts and curb onr spendi ng bat we have to do tt with care.” 

We cannot curb oar spending fay lifting sabskBes of basic foods. 
We cannot cat the spending of the Ministry of Education, Ministry 
of Health or Ministry of Transport, for these touch the majority of 
the needy people.” 

TUs “people's candidate” stood behind a microphone and said 
Us piece to the pleasure of the crowd as wefi those thronging the 
balconies aramd Um. He did not fake qaestions, for he never held 
a public office that he had to be questioned about He is not rich tor 
people to ask Um “where (fid yon get this Dram? And most of an he 
knew their problems so he addressed them before they asked. 

As we were leaving at the end of the campaign meeting, a tittle 
bpy of sis was shaking bis hand at Us friend and then said: ‘This is 

- ... — • my friend.” 

j ft ft ft 
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NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 


QASEM DELIVERS KING'S MESSAGE TO MOROCCO: 

King Hassan n of Morocco Tuesday received a message from His 
Majesty King Hussein, dealing with bilateral relations and the latest 
developments in the region. The message was delivered to King 
Hassan by Deputy Prime Minis ter and Foreign Minister Marwan AI 
Qasem, who arrived in Rabat Monday. (Petra) 

PRINCE MOHAMMAD VISITS PRIME MINISTRY: His Royal 
Highness Prince Mohammad, the Personal Representative of His 
Majesty King Hussein, Tuesday called at the Prune Ministry where 
he met with Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben .Shaker (Petra) 

COOPERATION PROGRAMME WITH CHILE: The Cabinet 
Tuesday endorsed the executive programme of cultural and sdentific 

to°enMnce and broaden thescope of cultnr^md^^nitific 
cooperation between Jordan and Chile in implementation of an 
agreement concluded in 1982. The Cabinet also named Minister of 
Industry and Trade Ziad Inhab, as head of the Jordanian delegation 
to the Arab Cooperation Council (ACC) ministers erf industries and 
trade meetings, which will be held in Baghdad at the end of October. 
(Petra) 

MAJAU OPENS PHOTO EXHIBITION: hfinister of Culture 
and Information Nasouh A! Majali Tuesday inaugurated a five-day 
photo exhibition, organised by the Italian embassy in cooperation 
with the Ministxy of Culture. Chi display at the exhibition, hdd at the 
Royal Cultural Centre, are photographs of the works by the most 
renowned Italian artists of the 16th century renaissance period. 
Attending the inauguration ceremony were die Ministry of Culture’s 
Secretary General, the Italian ambassador to Jordan and a number of 
diplomats. (Petra) 

KHAMMASH MEETS IRAQI COUNTERPART: Minister of 
Transport Hikmat Khammash met in Baghdad Tuesday with his Iraqi 
co un t er part Mohammad Hamzeh to discuss different aspects of 
cooperation between the two countries in transport and communica- 
tions. Khammash and Hamzeh are both taking part in the fifth Arab 
Transport Ministers Council meeting in the Iraqi capital and in the 
general . assembly meeting of the Arab Maritime Bridge Company 
which is owned jointly by Iraq, Jordan and Egypt and operates the 
AqabarNweibeh land-sea route. (Petra) 

CONFERENCE ON CHEST DISEASES: The University of 
Jordan and the Health Ministry are jointly organising the second 
Arab conference on chest diseases which will open here on Oct. 25. 
Delegates from most Arab countries are expected to take part in the 
three-day meetings which wfl] review working papers and sdentific 
research dealing with the treatment and surgery of the chest. The 
Health Ministry plans to submit a working paper dealing with 
tuberculosis in the Kingdom. (Petra) 

ARAB CULTURAL MINISTERS MEETING: Jordan took part 
in an Arab cultural ministers meeting which was held in Rabat 


the participation of delegates from 19 Arab states and original and 
international organisations. Dr. Ham Al Axnad, secretary general of 
the Ministry of Culture who attended the meeting, said that the 
partidpants discussed a number of Arab cultural matters dwagned to 
bolster cooperation among their countries. (Petra) 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled bom monthly bulletins and' 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the luted 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 


☆ An art wMbMoii by Food Mind and ‘Ammar Khanmnwh at 
AbAd "»d Shuman Foundation's Scientific and Guttural 
Centre. 

ft An Istemk bode exhibition displaying a col le ction of books 
dealing with economic and Btenury matters related to Mam in 
to cbBifaen’s books, at the Yannonk University. 

Tk A niioiographteexidldtkwdqpicliag fife m weB as historical and 
archaeological places In Oman at the Yannonk U ni ver sit y. 

tr An ftei law photo exhibition at the Royal Cultural Centre. 


ft A French IQm entitled “Bn, Etas” at the Royal Gritaal 

Centre — fcW emu. 

BAZAAR 

ft A bazaar which fadodes rdgfaos and cfa&drea’s books hi 
to embroideries and knitwear products, at Al Naha 
- Cmsmm&y Centre* 


ft A teetiw e. fa French, on the nriwn dfanenskma. of Petra etty by 
jcan-Mmfe Dentxer at the French Guttural Centre— <k00 gum* 


ft A keture. arantiseti by Amldeast, on “Jordan’s 

n*SE* ** CSA ” * AmKkm 

Centre — 3a»pau- 1_ 


Queen receives honorary doctorate degree 

Queen Noor lauds Canada’s 
efforts for Mideast peace 


CALGARY (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor has 
voiced deep appreciation of 
Canada’s endeavours to bring 
peace to the Middle East and 
cited, the efforts of notable 
fanadiim statemeu who led 
tiie efforts in this direction 
since 1948. 

“Who among us can forget 
the efforts of Lester Pearson to 
bring about United Nations 
action on Palestine in 1948, 
and again in 1956 over the Suez 
crisB? And who can fail to 
appreciate the honourable ser- 
vice of General Bums who 
commanded the U.N. 
Emergency Force in Gaza and 
Sinai during a difficult and 
critical period,” said the 
Queen in an address at Calgary 
Univers i ty upon receiving an 
honorary doctorate degree in 
law. 

“We in Jordan share the 
belief that respect for interna- 
tional law and the principles 
embodied in the United Na- 
tions Charter is the best 
guarantee for peace ami stabil- 
ity among nations," the Queen 



“We have always advocated 
the resolution of regional con- 
flicts, particularly the Arab- 
Israeli conflict on the basis of 
international law, under the 
auspices of the United Na- 
tions,” tiie Queen added. 

She said that tins year “Jor- 
dan became one of tiie first 
Arab countries to participate 
in a U.N. peacekeeping effort, 
when Jor danian troops are in- 


HM Queen Nooar 

vited to take prt in the current 
missio n fa Namibia.** • 

Thanking the university for 
honouring her with the degree, 
the Queen said: ‘1 am proud 
and very pleased to accept the 
degree which yon confer upon 
me today. With this gesture, 
not only do you honour me 
personally, you also honour 
my country and people of 
Jordan. ” 

Queen Noor said that during 
the visit to Canada fa the past 
week she enjoyed new oppor- 
tunities to learn mare about 
the country and its people, and 
to exchange ideas on practical 
means of reinforcing and ex- 
panding cooperative exchanges 
among individuals and institu- 
tions m Jordan and Canada. 

Hie Queen said: “Your 
c r mntT y has already disting- 
uished itself in tiie humanita- 


rian focus of its foreign policy 
and in the prominent role it 
played in the establishment of 
the United Nations, created 
for the promotion and pre- 
servation of world peace and 
security, and for the advance- 
ment of international law. 

“Since then you have contri- 
buted actively and effectively 
to the success of its activities 
and to furthering world peace. 
Canada alone has the distfao- 
tioa of having contributed to 
every major United Nations 
peacekeeping mission,” the 
Queen said. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
and the Jordanian delegation 
were present at the presenta- 
tion ceremony, along with 
senior officials from the pro- 
vince of Alberta, deans, pro- 
fessors and students of the 
University of Calgary. 

King Hussein addressed a 
luncheon hosted on the occa- 
sion, expressing his apprecia- 
tion for the degree which, he 
said, served as an honour to 
Jordan and its people. 

King Hussein paid tribute to 
the Queen for her continued 
efforts in social and cultural 
life as well as in women’s 
affairs in Jordan. 

A citation presented to the 
Queen at the ceremony landed 
her con tinned efforts through 
the Noor Al Hussein Founda- 
tion fa carrying out long-term 
projects in social and cultural 
fields and fa preserving the 
country's cultural, artistic and 
folkloric wealth. 


Majali, Soviet republic minister 
discuss cultural cooperation 


AMMAN (Petra) — Cultural 
cooperation between Jordan and 
the Soviet Autonomous Republic 
of Kabardfao Balkar came under 
discussibn here Tuesday by offi- 
cials from both sides. 

Minister of Culture and In- 
formation Nasouh Al Majali wel- 
comed a visit to Jordan by the 
republic's Housing Minister Vla- 
dimir Mustafa and ' his accom- 
panying delegationy and said that- - 
Jordan vriS be ready to exchange 
cultural cooperation with the 
Soviet republic. 

Such cooperation will highlight 
Jordan’s cultural heritage in 
Kabardfao Balkar and will allow 
Sircassian, Daghestani and 



Nasouh Al MqjaH 

Ghecfaeni minorities in Jordan 
to learn more about their fore- 
fathers’ home country fa Soviet 
Central Aria, the minister noted. 
MajaH landed the existing ties 


of friendship between the Soviet 
Union and Jordan and said that 
Jordan’s information policies are 
based on openness and maintain- 
ing open chann els of cooperation 
and free contacts with all coun- 
tries. 

Vladimir Mustafa also landed 
existing ties between the Soviet 
Union and Jordan, and said that 
his autonomous republic was 
looking forward to further coop- 
eration with Jordan in informa- 
tion. 

The- meeting was held at tire 
Jordan Radio and Television 
Corporation and attended by the 
corporation’s senior officials and 
engineers. 



Jordanian-floivIrtErtendsU^ Society President Bah- 
jat TriBhomd Tuesday receives Latvia’s deputy 


prime nijwfafa* 1 at the Queen AKa fatwnartnnai 
Airport in Amman (Petra photo) 


ia’s deputy premier arrives 


AMMAN (Petra) — Soviet 
friendship delegation, headed by 
the Deputy Prime Minister of the 
Soviet Republic of Latvia Alfred 
Chibanz arrived in Amman Tues- 
day, at the beginning of a seven- 
day visit to Jordan, to take part in 
the Soviet-Jordanian Friendship 
Week which starts here 
Wednesday. 

During the week-long event, 
art exhibitions will be held in 
Amman, Aqaba and Lrbid and 


lectures will be delivered on the 
Soviet-Jordanian ties. 

In an arrival statement, Chi- 
banz said that his virit to Jordan is 
aimed at bolstering bilateral rela- 
tions in the economic, commer- 
cial, touristic and cultural fields. 

He praised the existing bilater- 
al relations, saying that they are 
based on mutual respect, equality 
as well as the unified stands to- 
wards the Arab-Israeli conflict 
and world peace. 


He paid tribute to His Majesty 
King Hussein and said that he 
enjoys a unique status in the 
international arena. 

The 24 member delegation 
were received upon arrival by 
Babjat Talhouni, president of the 
Jordanian-Soviet Friendship 
Society and tiie society members, 
fa addition to the Soviet ambassa- 
dor to Jordan and director erf the 
Soviet Cultural Centre. 


Ministry begins accepting 
applications for Tawjihi exams 


AMMAN (J-T.) — The Ministry 
of Education announced Monday 
that it has started accepting ap- 
plications from students wishing 
to sit for the general certification 
of secondary school, Tawjihi, ex- 
amination which is due to take 
place fa Jordan fa January 1990. 

A ministry announcement said 
tfyat registration of the students, 
expected to reach nearly 59,000, 
will continue until October 28. 

Students are required to pay a 
fee of JD 20 and submit photo- 
graphs, and identity papers as 
well as other documents fa the 
procedure. 

The second examination ses- 


sion for Tawjihi students is nor- 
mally held in June each year 
while the final results are known 
by the end of July. 

Last year, 58,613 male and 
female students took the two- 
session examination in the scien- 
tific, literary, hotel" management, 
nursing, commercial and indust- 
rial streams. 

Earlier this year, the ministry 
introduced a new system by 
which students who Ml one or more 
subjects fa their Tawjihi examina- 
tions can take a make-up ex- 
amination in the following year to 
pass fa particular subjects. 

The Minister of Education said 


that students will have a nevi 
chance to get better results foi 
their possible entry into commun- 
ity colleges and universities. 

He said the new system will b< 
put into force immediately. 

Schools, which reopened ot 
Aug. 22 for the current scholastic 
year, received more than one 
million students at the primary, 
preparatory and secondary 
stag es. 

According to ministry sources 
some 30,000 new students joined 
school for the first timi» when 
they were admitted to the first 
primary class. 
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Minister of Health and Social Development Tuesday atten d s the opening of a seminar on zoonotic 
and parwMg dis eases fa Amman (Petra photo) 


Seminar on zoonotic and parasitic diseases begins 

Regent calls for review 
of health sector plans 


By Sahair Obddat 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The third pan-Arab seminar on zoono- 
tic ami parasitic diseases began here Tuesday under 
the patronage of His Royal Hi ghness Crown Prince 
Hassan, die Regent, who was represented by Mins- 
ter of Health and Social Development Dr. Zuhair 


Mamas. 

The Crown Prince, fa a speech 
delivered by Maihas on Iris be- 
half, called for a review of the 
comtry’s health sector plans, 
with special emphasis on control 
and prevention. 

“Inspite of the fact that infan t 
mortality rate — the amplest 
health indicator — fell drastical- 
ly, and that the percentage of 
vaccinated children has increased 
fa the past few yeais. we still need 
to review onr plans as regards to 
the health sector, especially in 
prevention and control,” the 
Crown Prince said. 

He added that these seminars 
are the only way to progress and 
prosperity, fa that they streng- 
then scientific cooperation withm 
other complies. “It is also ex- 
pected to enhance Jordan’s en- 
dogenous capacity in this field 
and the work done by Jordanian 


scientists in the course of preven- 
tion and control,’' be said. 

The Higher Council for Science 
and Technology (HCST), the 
organiser of the seminar, was 
represented by its secretary- 
general, Dr. Abdullah Touqan, 
who addressed the opening ses-' 
rion. 

Touqan said that the final 
objective of this seminar is ex- 
pected to focus on “community- 
based research towards the pre- 
vention and control of serious 
diseases which affect the health of 
communities and endangers the 
hyes of many people,” he said. 

Touqan also expressed his con- 
fidence in the role that HSCT will 
play during the seminar. “I am 
sure it will participate in the role 
of scientific and health develop- 
ment in Jordan and the Arab 
World, as well as promoting and 


encouraging the research activi- 
ties fa this field,” he added. 

In his address, presider: ot 
seminar. Dr. Oumeish Ouir . 
pointed out the objective - -*l . . 
a “constructive'' seminc: st u 
‘it will try to highlight th cl 
status of knowledge on zoo: 
and other parasitic diseases r. 
region.” 

According to Oumeish s 
research needs will be iderr. . i, 
and sdentific cooperation v 'tin 
the region and with internal . ai 
scientists is to be strength* 1. 

Other important objec t-, 
dude a follow up on the > • .■» •*» - 
made towards establish' •: 
gjonal centre of excelic-iCt * 
zoonotic diseases fa Ammar 

“All this would help direr . i 
attention and work of those re- 
sponsible towards a more effec- 
tive prevention and control of 
these diseases,” he said. 

In ten sdentific sessions, the 
three-day seminar is to disco; ■ 
number of working papers p 
seated by both Jordanian atd 
non-Jordanian partidpants. 

Delegates from Canadc 
Egypt, Greece, Guatemala, Iraq. 
Lebanon, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, 
Syria, Switzerland, Tunisia, the 
United Kingdom, USA, Zim- 
babwe and Jordan are attending 
the seminar. 


18,038 road accidents registered in ’88 

Meeting seeks ways to check 
traffic problems in Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A two-day 
seminar on means to contain traf- 
fic problems in Jordan opened fa 
Amman Tuesday; and the dele- 
gates heard appeals for dose 
cooperation between all private 
ana public organisations in the 
country to reduce the number of 
road acrid ents. 

Public Security Department 
(PSD) Director Fadel An Fuheid, 
who opened the sessions, noted 
that scientific and technological 
development worldwide has led 
to the creation of problems for 
society, ami also left its negative 
as well as positive impact on 
Jordan. 

“Such development brought 
with it a number of factors which 
have been posing serious threat 
to security and stability,” Fuheid 
said. 

He said perhaps the most chro- 
nic problem resulting from such 
development is the one that has 
been plaguing traffic. 

“Despite the fact that the de- 
velopment of means of transport 
and communications has served 


as a boon for modem society, 
failure to introduce organisation 
and good management has re- 
sulted in adverse effects causing 
societies to suffer,” Fuheid 
pointed out. 

This meeting, Fuheid added, is 
fairing place as Jordan is now 
witnessing a growing number of 
traffic problems affecting the 
Jordanian people’s health, econo- 
mic and social conditions. 

“Policemen and the govern- 
ment are not enough to put an 
end to the problems, but dose 
cooperation on the part of all 
organisations and individulas are 
rather needed to stem the danger 
and its causes,” Fuheid said. 

Brigadier Mohammad Bassoui, 
director of the police academy in 
Amman, reported that road acci- 
dents in Jordan, which registered 
2,853 in 1970, rose to 18,038 by 
the end of 1988. 

Bassoui said the increase in the 
number of accidents caused the 
death of 364 people in 1988, up 
from 209 in 1970; and the injured 
were 9,953 in 1988, up from 2,200 


in 1970. 

Bassoui noted that where:" *’ 
number o? registered vehic.. 
Jordan stood at 21,970 fa 197u, 
they registered 249,590 by the 
end of 1988. 

He said statistics show that one 
third of the injured are young 
people, and for this reason se- 
rious efforts on the part of 
schools, charitable societies, offi- 
cial departments and clubs are 
needed to put an end to the 
continued drain on manpower 
and material wealth. 

After the opening ceremony, 
the participants, who represent 
government departments and 
security services, reviewed sever- 
al working papers in two succes- 
sive sessions. Among those repre- 
sented is the Jordanian Society 
for the Prevention of the Road 
Accidents. 

The seminar has been orga- 
nised by the PSD in cooperation 
with a number of government 
departments and voluntary 
societies fa Jordan. 


Committee for ‘King’s Highway’ 
exhibition leaves for Tokyo 


AMMAN (Petra) — The prefa- 
tory c ommit tee for the cultural 
exhibition “The King’s Highway: 
9000 years of Art and Culture in 
Jordan,” which will be held in 
Tokyo on Oct. 26, left Amman 
Tuesday. 

The six-day exhibition, orga- 
nised by the Ministry of Tourism 
and Antiquities in cooperation 
with the Japanse government and 


private sector, includes a number 
of film-shows on tourist and 
archaeological sites in Jordan, 
folkloric dresses and rare anti- 
quities. 

On the sideline of the exhibi- 
tion, a symposium on tourism fa 
Jordan will be held in the 
Japanese capital and 120,000 
tourist promotion material wdl be 
distributed in Japanese language. 


Commenting on the import- 
ance of such exhibitions the. 
ministry’s Secretary General, 
Nasri Atallah, said that uey play 
a very important role fa market- 
ing tourism in Jordan abroad 

He pointed out that similar 
exhibitions were held in Paris fa 
1987 as well as West lei.r.zay 
and Austria fa 1988. 


Aqaba-Nweibeh route to operate 
hovercraft for trial period — Smadi 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A senior gov- 
ernment official expects tourism 
boom in Jordan in general and 
Aqaba fa particular with further 
improvement fa transport and the 
introduction of a hovercraft ser- 
vice 

According to Dr. Mohammad 
Smadi, Ministry of Transport's 
secretary general, the Arab Mari- 
time Bndge Company (AMBQ 
grouping Jordan, Iraq and Egypt 
will shortly introduce a hovercraft 
service to boost tourism along the 


Aqaba-Nweibeh Land-Sea 
Route. 

The 100-passenger hovercraft 
will be put into operation for a 
one-month trial period at first 
during tiie peak tourist season fa 
the southern dty of Aqaba, Sma- 
di noted fa a recent interview 
with AI Dustour daily newspaper. 

The idea is to reduce pressure 
on the land-sea route and to 
boost tourism, Smadi noted. 

The Ministry of Tourism fa 
Jordan, Smadi added, has taken 


proper measures to make the trial 

period successful. 

Referring to railway Iinlre with 
Syria, Smadi said that the existing 
fine, which has recently been 
reactivated, carries tourists, pas- 
sengers and goods. 

But a replacement of the line 
with wider rails and more modern 
locomotives win require hu-»e in- 
vestments, although such de- 
velopment would boost tourism 
fa both countries, he added. 
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Regional, national 
concerns 


Dm iiMNT regions of the Kingdom have dif f er ent priority 
issues determining the votes of their constituencies. This is 
natural. Accordingly, the south of the country would 
probably regard the economical devetopment of its region as 
uppermost on die minds of the voters there. There is a 
general consensus in the southern part of the country that 
that region has been unduly neglected by Amman in 
comparison with other parts of the country and that is 
evidoiced by the fact that poverty and disease are stiH 
rampant there. The north, generally viewed as blessed with 
fertile lands and rich agriculture, would probably seek to 
consolidate its economic strength by additional economic 
fortifications. 

On the other hand, the Balqa region, which is centred 
wound Salt city, is in the happy position of being 
sandwiched between the north and the sonth both literally 
and figuratively speaking. Thus its priority issues are closer 
to those of the centre of the country, where Amman, the 
heart of the coon try, b situated. The capital Amman 
obviously concerns itself with the totality of the issues that 
affect the country whether economic, political, educational 
or sociaL As for Zerqa and its district, the concerns there 
are unique and peculiar stemming from its huge industrial 


Yet there mast be a common denominator linking all the 
regions of the country in one common cause which serves as 
the common thread that unites the entire population of the 
country in one paramount endeavour. That unking 
catalyst is of coarse the shared conviction that their common 
country must continue to occupy a key place in the Middle 
East region and that the identity of its people is a cherished 
treasure that will be preserved, honoured and defended at 
all ottos. Jordanians of all shades and roots have a collective 
vested interest in forging together a strategy to consolidate 
what they and their forefathers had struggled so dfiigently 
for throughout the past century. When the Great Arab 
Revolt reached the shore of the country and gave fall 
expression to national aspirations in the country, the 
straggle of Jordanians proceeded forward at fan speed 
ahead with Jordanians of all walks of life, heavily participat- 
ing in its continued progress and consolidation. This is what 
the voters from all regions of the country have uppermost on 
their minds and hearts when they cast their votes for their 
representatives on Nov. 8. And they win sorely vote for 
those who witt never betray that solemn oath to protect and 
develop the country on the baas of enlightened guidelines. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


A1 RaT Arabic daily on Tuesday warned the candidates running 
for the coming parliament against excessive promises to the 
electorate, and said that one has to be realistic and should 
differentiate between the aspirations and the means to achieve 
them. The paper said that all Jordanians want to find solutions for 
the problems that they have been confronting; and all citizens 
support the candidates' drive to introduce modernisation towards 
achieving a better and brighter life. But, it said, it must be noted 
that not all that is said can be achieved like magic. The paper said 
that even after they enter parliament the candidates will not be 
able to bring about the aspired change overnight, although they 
might be determined to fulfill their promises to the voters. It is 
only fair for the candidates to be quite honest with themselves and 
with the voters who will elect them to parliament, said the paper. 
It stressed the need for the candidates not to be over enthusiastic 
about matters which they know they cannot deal with, or for 
which they are not sure to find solutions. 


A columnist in A1 Ra'i daily focuses attention on the Egyptian- 
Libyan meeting and hopes that it will lead to fruitful results, 
opening the door for more constructive work that can enhance 
Arab unity. Tareq Masarweh says that the Libyan leader’s former 
policies were unproductive since he used to point an accusation 
finger at other Arab leaders, and used to employ big slogans 
which he proved unable to implement. The writer accuses the 
Libyan president's policies of not assuming serious and stable 
attitude specially in his dealing with other Arab countries. Even 
by bis own standards the Libyan leader’s policies achieved 
nothing for his countrymen, the writer notes. He says indeed the 
opposite of what the Libyan president had hoped to achieve came 
about; and nothing of his slogans were implemented. Masarweh 
says that the Arab masses can no more be taken in by empty 
slogans like those that filled the Arab atmosphere in the 1950s, 
and advises the Libyan leader to focus his attention on bolstering 
his relations more seriously with Egypt and Sudan on the one 
hand, and with his partners in the Maghreb union on the other. 


A 1 Dnstonr daily took up the current election campaign in Jordan 
and noted that representatives of various public sectors are 
nominated to take up seats in the coming parliament. There is no 
doubt that the economic, social and educational developments 
over the past two decades have acted as a catalyst tp make the 
Jordanian citizens and their candidates so mature politically and 
so determined to take part in endeavours for serving their nation, 
the paper noted. The paper referred to King Hussein’s address 
on the eve of the election campaign in which he called os the 
Jordanian citizens to be conscientious and aware of the clangers 
surrounding their nation; and those elect responsible candidates 
to work for the future. The current meetings between voters and 
candidates, the paper said, is a healthy development, since it can 
help bolster the democratic process and pave the way for the 
coming parliament's work., the paper added. The paper echoed 
the King's statement in which he reminded the nation of the 
serious problems that await -proper solutions and responsible 
deputies that can help bring them about. 


Prisoner release gives ANC a legal voice 


By Greg Myre 

The Associated Press 


JOHANNESBURG, South Afri- 
ca — The unconditional release 
of seven African National Con- 
gress leaders is a resounding poli- 
tical victory for the guerrilla 
movement at a time when its 
military campaign has been dor- 
mant. 


ANC leaders, coupled with de 
Klerk's recent decision to allow 
peaceful mass protests, ‘Virtually 
amounts to de facto validation of 
the banned ANC,” said the Sun- 
day Times, the country’s largest 
selling newspaper. 

"At the very least, the de- 
demonisatkw of the ANC has 


begun," the newspaper said in an 
editorial. 


The hero’s welcome for the 
seven, including six imprisoned 
for a quarter-century, reflects the 
powerful grass-roots support the 
ANC has among blacks despite 
repeated setbacks and govern- 
ment crackdowns throughout its 
77-year history. 

The ANC has been outlawed 
since 1960, and President F.W. 
de Klerk remains adamant that 
the' organisation must renounce 
violence before it will be allowed 
to participate in negotiations for a 
new constitution. 

However, the freeing of the 


The unconditional release of 
the seven marks the first time 
ranking ANC leaders have been 
permitted to engage in political 
activity in South Africa since the' 
organisation was banned. 

Also, government officials 
have been conferring with the 
ANCs imprisoned leader. Nel- 
son Mandela, whose release is 
widely expected wi thin the next 
several months. There is specula- 
tion he wants the ANC to be 
formally accepted as legal politic- 
al force before he leaves prison. 

ANC supporters, long denied 


the chance to express their poli- 
tical sympathies, now have the 
green, gold and black ANC flag - 
at marches — an action- thaf 
previously brought swift police 
action. 

At a rally in Durban, the ANC 
banner was raised on the flagpole 
at city hall and police allowed it 
to remain until the end of the' 
demonstration. 

Black-oriented newspapers 
have been printing articles 
favourable to the ANC and run- 
ning pictures of its imprisoned 
and exiled leaders in outright 
defiance of government cen- 
sorship laws. 

New Nation, one of the conn- 
try’s most militant opposition 
newspapers, on Friday printed its 
entire front pages in green, gold 
and black, and ran pictures of the 
seven ex-prisoners under die 
headline, “ANC lives.’' 

Such developments seemed un- 
thinkable as recently as a year 
ago. 


Then-President P.W. Botha 
and his security, officials 
ceaselessly denounced the ANC 
as a Communist-led terrorist 
group that would be barred from 
any negotiations. 

In addition, the ANC appeared 
to be in a period of uncertainty. 


ANC President Oliver Tambo, 
71, suffered a stroke in August 
and remains at a dmic in London. 
He has no dear successor, and 
there has been speculation of a 
rift between ANC hardliners who 
want increased military action 
and political leaders who believe 
negotiations could be on die 
horizon. 

While the ANC publidy calls 
for an escalation of its aimed 
struggle, there have been fewer 
attacks year- tha n any time 
since nationwide black unrest 
erupted in 1984. 

There have been more than 210 
bombings responsible for 37 
deaths since a state -of-emergency 


was declared in June 1986. But 
the totals for this year are about 
40 b pmhinp 'and three deaths. 

The ANC, based in Lusaka, 
Zambia, was forced to' dose its 
major militaxy bases in Angola 
this year under a regional peace 
treaty signed by South Africa, 
Angola and Cuba. 


in the past, two years. 

While the government can 
da "" a string of small victories, 
the ANCs support. particolarty 
among the young, is considered 
stronger than ever.. 


The ANC has refused to say 
where die several thousand guer- 
rillas were sent, but several re- 
ports said they were moved to 
Uganda and T?P 7an ' fl i two coun- 
tries that -have little day-today 
contact with the southern African 

region. 

The South African government 
also has been successful in easing 
its diplomatic isolation on the 
continent, with Botha and dc 
Klerk meeting several black Afri- 
can leaden in the past year. 

The ANCs bid to increase 
economic' sanctions on South 
Africa has waned, with few new 
punitive measures being imposed 


Thousands of black youths fled 
South Africa in 1976 amid nation- 
wide blade violence ~to join the' 
ANC and the organisation says 
about it has been receiving 
around 100 new recruits a month 
since the nnrest of 1984. 

The organisation has an esti- 
mated 15,000 formal members in 
exile, and milli ons of supporters 
inside South Africa, where blades 
account for 28 million of the 37 
minion population. 

Most political analysts believe 
the ANC would be the biggest 
vote getter if open elections were 
held. Even relatively conserva- 
tive black leaders at odds with 
.ANC say it must be unbanned 
before serious political negotia- 
tions can be take place. 


White backlash fear in S. 


By William Mac Lean 

Reuter 


JOHANNESBURG — Fears of a 
white backlash against militant 
blacks grew in South Africa on 
Monday after jailed black activ- 
ists released at the weekend im- 
mediately returned to political 
activity. 

Pro- government South African 
newspapers warned the freed' 
men against political militancy, 
saying it would hinder Nelson 
Mandela’s release and delay re- 
form. 

The Citizen, which has close 
ties to the white National Patty 
(NP) government, said continued 
black protests following tbe re- 
lease of the eight men on Sunday 
after long prison terms could pro- 
voke a backlash from minority 
whites. 

Within hours of the newspap- 
er’s warning, a bomb exploded 
early on Monday at the home of 
Ram Bulbulia, a top official of 
the anti-apartheid Transvaal Indi- 
an Congress, shattering 19 win- 
dows apd damaging a door. 
There were no injuries 

“I feel this attack may have 
been politically motivated, said 
Bulbulia. an ethnic Indian who 
was at home with his wife and 
three children in the conservative 
white mining town of Springs in 
Eastern Transvaal Province when 
the bomb went off. 

In its editorial comment. The 
Citizen said: “Our advice to the 
ex-prisoners is to act without pro- 
vocation. since their release tests 
the waters for the release of 
Nelson Mandela, and nothing 
that happens should make the 
government think twice about 
freeing him.” 

The Afrikaans-language Beeld 


said the eight would be sorely 
tempted to play a militant politic- 
al role. 

“We would seriously plead 
with them to resist those petition- 
ings ... if there is to be reconcilia- 
tion it must come from both 
sides.” 

The independent Business Day 
urged the eight to display “pati- 
ence, tolerance and willingness to 
compromise”. 

It said: “White counter-action 
to black rallies, marches and acts 
of defiance will become a growing 
threat, especially when the inter- 
nal ANC misuses its new found 
freedom to act openly.” 

The newspaper described the 
release of tbe eight nationalists as 
“an essential part of the pre- 
negotiation process.” 

New President F.W. de Klerk 
says black domestic reaction to 
the largest ever release of top 
ANC activists will determine 
when South Africa’s longest serv- 
ing political prisoner is freed. 

Mandela's release would signal 
that Pretoria is ready for talks 
with the banned African National 
Congress (ANC) on easing 40 
years of apartheid and giving 
voteless blacks a role in govern- 
ment. 

The government brands ANC 
members as Communist terrorists 
but has hinted their leaders may 
eventually be allowed a part in 
talks with Pretoria along with 
other black groups. 

The seven ANC members 
among the eight, who include 
former ANC Secretary-General 
Walter Sisuiu, on Sunday held 
the organisation's first news con- 
ference in South Africa since it 
was banned 29 years ago. 

The seven, who have never 
renounced the use of violence in 


the anti-apartheid struggle, 
vowed to fight on until there was 
a non-radal South Africa. 

“We don't choose people in 
terms of black or white, we are 
talking about a democratic 
method where black men and 
white men can be president. 
There is no question of basing it 
on colour,” said Sisuiu, 77. 

On Monday the ex-prisoners, 
who together spent 185 years in 
captivity for trying to overthrow 
white rule, enjoyed their first full 
day of freedom resting with fami- 
ly and friends near Johannesburg 
and Pretoria. 

Soweto, South Africa's biggest 
township, was festooned with the 
ANC's green gold and black col- 
oured flags on Sunday, but most 
bad been taken down by 
Monday. 

“It's very quiet in the township 
today, but there was a lot of 
singing last night.” said one resi- 
dent. 


ANC flags and banners have 
been increasingly on display ille- 
gally in black townships since the 
releases were announced and 
were a prominent feature of mass 
marches around the country on 
Saturday hailing the eight's immi- 
nent freedom. 

The Gtizen appealed to whites 
not to react with anger or frustra- 
tion to the flying of ANC or 
Communist fla gs . 

Hundreds of youths danced in 
dusty streets chanting slogans 
honouring the ANC and Sisuiu, 
Mandela's closest comrade in 
arms and a leading member of 
Umkhonto We Sizwe (Spear of 
the Nation), the ANCs military 
wing. 

“Welcome home, Umkhonto 
soldier." read one slogan. 


Paralysis under the peaks 


By Derek Brown 


DEMOCRACY may have taken 
root here, as the ruling Pakistan 
People's Party claims. Bnt its 
shoots are taking an unconscion- 
able time to appear above tbe 
surface of a political landscape 
bligjbted by intrigue, pettiness 
and sheer indolence. 

In tbe 10-moth-old era of Be- 
nazir Bhutto, the National 
Assembly has yet to pass a angle 
si gnifican t piece of legislation. 
Most ministers in the bloated 
50-member PPP cabinet spend 
little time in their offices. In- 
stead, they demonstrate their 
political manliness by vying with 
the opposition to bold ever bigger 
mass rallies. 

While the economy stagnates 
and the problems of poverty grow 
daily more acute, planning and 
investment decisions are concen- 
trated ever more tightly into the 
twin peaks of the power pyramid: 
the Prime Minister’s office, and 
the Bhutto family. 

Ms. Bhutto’s mother, Mrs. Be- 
gum Nusrat Bhutto, is effective 
deputy prime minister, and is 
increasingly active in foreign poli- 
cy. The prune minister’s, husr 
band, Asif Zardari, is not a for- 
mal member of the family busi- 
ness, but he has become an im- 
portant influence-broker. The 
widespread belief that Mr. Zar- 
daii's own extensive business in- 
terests have prospered unnatural- 
ly this year are bitterly denied tty 
his own family. Especially by Mr. 
Hakim Ali Zardari, the prime 
minister’s father-in-law and chair- 
man of the parliamentary Public 
Accounts Committee. 

A web of patronage, typical of 
tbe subcontinent, stretches far 


Shivers down the spine of Europe 


By John Palmer 


THE SPEED and unpredictabil- 
ity of events in Eastern Europe 
are causing almost as many hairs 
to grey in Brussels as in Berlin or 
Prague. At both NATO and the 
European Commission there is 
no mistaking the misgivings and 
the growing concern about the 
pace of change in tbe East and 
there is significantly less euphoria 
than earlier this summer. 

Of course there are those who 
revel in the ideological defeat 
sustained by the “Communist" 
world and who openly proclaim 
the West's final “victory" over 
tiie East as a fitting culmination 
to the 40- year-old confrontation 
which began with the onset of 
cold war in 1948. But this is not 
the language employed by the 
more perceptive strategists at 
NATO headquarters; the talk is 
more about the danger that the 
Warsaw Pact may disintegrate 
before the West has decided what 
its response should be. 

To some extent this simply 
reflects apprehension that if the 
Warsaw Pact breaks up, the last 
remaining rationale for NATO’s 
own existence disappears as well. 

This partly explains why its 
secretary general, Mr. Manfred 
Woerner, has tried to make out a 
case for NATO’s future role 
being to "contain” even a post- 
Communist and heavily disarmed 
Russia which, nonetheless, would 
remain a significant geo-political 
power; 

Of course the cold war Tweed- 
ledum has always depended on 
the continued existence of 
Tweedledee. Hence the extrava- 
gance of some Western “Soviet 
threat” theorists who are now 
reduced to basing their case for 
continued Western military pre- 
paredness on the danger that an 
unduly rapid break-up of the 
Soviet Union itself might des- 
tabilise the alliance by encourag- 
ing similarly centripetal tenden- 
cies in the West. 

No one in their right mind can 
dispute the obvious dangres that 
accompany the traumas in East 


Germany, Hungary, Poland and 
parts of the Soviet Union. 

The threat that a frightened 
bureaucracy might unleash a 
European “Tiananmen Square” 
‘ed long before Mr. Honeck- 
ers dimly veiled warning last 
week to the democracy move- 
ment in the GDR. 

Quite apart from the risk of an 
eventual lurch back to violent 
repression, no one should under- 
estimate the growing economic 
and social tensions which are to 
be found as much in those East 
European countries which have 
embarked on the road of market 
liberalisation as in those still 
clinging to the decaying remnants 
of a Stalinist command economy. 

That is why Mr. Lech Walesa’s 
recent warning of the possibility 
of civil war sent so many shivers 
down the spine of European 
Community governments. 

The Solidarity chief was com- 
plaining about the accelerating 
rate of price increases in Poland 
— something which goes to the 
heart of the liberalising strategy 
being urged on the East Eur- 
opeans oy the West. However 
the involvement of tbe Euro- 
pean Commission in the econo- 
mic reform programmes of the 
authorities in Budapest and War- 
saw already goes far beyond tbe 
preferring of food aid aqd econo- 
mic advice. 

The Commisaon, also acting 
on behalf not just of the West 
Europeans bat of tbe 24 OECD 
Western industrialised nations, is 
also helping the Polish and 
Hungarian governments prepare 
the wholesale restructuring of 
their agriculture and industry, us- 
ing resources created in pan by 
the sale at market prices of surp- 
lus EC foodstocks to carry tins 
through. 

If this strategy goes wrong or if 
it leads to confrontation with 
Polish or Hungarian workers in 
the months and years ahead, the 
political blame may fall as much 
on the European Community as 
on the authorities in Budapest or 
Prague. 

But whatever their doubts ab- 


out economic restructuring, all 
the signs are that tbe Hipagarians 
and foe Poles want to move poli- 
tically closer to the European 
Community. And they are un- 
likely to be alone in this ambi- 
tion. 

The secession-minded Slovene 
in Yugoslavia have hinted that 
they would love to march hand in 
hand with their Austrian neigh- 
bours into the EC, while similar 
noises off are coming from tbe 
Baltic states which are, at the 
same time, planning to cut their 
economies adrift from the Soviet 
Union. 

Meanwhile influential socialist 
opposition thinkers, such as Boris 
Kargolitsky in the Soviet Union 
and some leaders of the Polish 
Socialist Party, increasingly talk 
of a “third camp” strategy be- 
tween Stalinism and free market 
capitalism. But they envisage this 
in terms of democratic planning 
of the ecology and tbe environ- 
ment at a pan-European rather 
than a purely national level. 

The Commisson’s president, 
Mr. Jacques Delors, does not 
disguise his alarm at die pace of 
these developments. 

Quite apart from the nightmar e 
proportions of the economic and 
political problems the .aspirant 
East European member states 
would bring with them to Brus- 
sels, he knows that other West 
European EFTA countries (not- 
ably Austria and Norway) are 
also edging closer to the 12. 

The conventional wisdom in 
Brussels is that a new enlargement 
to absorb the admitt edly rich and 
relatively successful EFTA coun- 
tries could kill tbe Community’s 
own integration plans stone dead. 

The belief that enlargement is 
the enemy of European integra- 
tion is, on the historical evidence, 
suspect. It is true that the original 
six EC member states were far 
more homogeneous economically 
and politically than die present 
12. But the admission of Britain, 
Denmark and Ireland did force 
the development of more serious 
regional and social policies in the 
EC. The accession of the three 


Mediterranean countries since 
then helped trigger die long over- 
due reform of the Common Agri- 
cultural Policy — and directly 
stimulated the Single European 
Act and its modest reforms of the 
Community’s decision making 
processes. 


The simple fact is that any 
further enlargement of the Com- 
munity — even one involving 
relatively unproblematic West 
European countries such as Nor- 
way — would make further re- 
form of the EC institutions im- 
perative. And such a reform 
could only really be in the direc- 
tion of greater “federalism’' given 
the supranational character of the 
economic, political and social 
challenges feeing Europe. 

It is not so much that tbe EC 
would extend its authority into 
areas which axe presently die 
unchallenged preserve of national 
and (in some countries) regional 
government. But an enlarged 
Community would still have to be 
given greater authority where de- 
velopments in tbe real world are 
continuing to overtake die scope 
of national states. 


Mr. Delors recognises that if 
the European Community itself is 
not the best instrument for a 
wider and increasing pan-Euro- 
pean grouping, some other body 
will have to be created for just 
this purpose. But until now no 
one has dared even sketch out 
what such a pan-European 
framework might look Kke and 
whether it would subsume in- 
terested East Europeans as we ll 
as the EC and die six EFTA 
states. 


Until the present explosion of 
opposition to die regime is tbe 
GDR, it was just possible to 
imagine that there was- time 
enough to work out some long- 
term and gradualist goals for a 
wider European reunification. 
What is now happening on the 
streets of Dresden, Leipzig and 
East Berlin is dramatically fore- 
shortening that time — Tbe 
Guardian. 


beyond the Bhutto family. Esti- 
mates of the number of high and 
low -leve l pnbhc sector jobs given 
to PPP supporters range from 
20,000 to 80,000. The process 
also works in reverse: more than 
70 top-flight civil servants, be- 
tween a quarter and a third of the 
total, are now officially OSD — 
On Special Duty. This coy 
bureaucratic gabble means dial 
they are suspended, on suspicion 
of being less than totally loyal to 
tbe ruling clique. 

For all this concentration of. 
power, die PPP grip on Pakistan 
is far from total. The party does 
not have an absolute majority in 
die National Assembly, and de- 
pends on allies who always have a 
price for loyalty. In the Senate, 
which has important delaying 
powers, tbe ruling party is heavily 
outnumbered. 

At tbe provincial level, the PPP 
controls only Sind and the North- 
West Frontier. Opposition par- 
ties are in charge of Baluchistan, 
the smallest and perpetually 
turbulent western province, and 
in Punjab, which is bigger than all 
die rest put together. 

The chief minister of Punjab is 
Mr. Mian Nawaz Sharif. He is 
Benazir Bhutto’s befe noire; die 
man wbo would be long. As die 
head of the main - opposition 
grouping, the Islamic Democratic 
Alliance (IDA), and as the for- 
mer protege of President Zia U1 
Haq, he personifies all that the 
PPP opposes and fears. 

The confrontation between 
Punjab and the federal capital has 
come dose to the kind of consti- 
tutional crisis which could pro- 
voke yet another military in- 
tervention, in a country which has 
known martial law or versions of 
it for three-quarters of its inde- 
pendent life. Federal officials 
have been arrested in Punjab; 
provincial officers threatened in 
Islamabad. Of the 74 top civil 
servants wbo are OSD, all but 
two are Punjabi. 

Nawaz Sharif has responded 
with gusto. He says he will set up 
a Punjab bank, a Punjab televi- 
rion station, a Punjab water and 
power service. . 

Sharif s hatred of the PPP and 
the Bhuttos is palpable. He be- 
lieves them to be fee antithesis of 
die Islamic Pakistan which the 
old dictator, 23a, tried to bnild. 
The chief minister told an IDA 
rally in Lahore last month: “Be- 
nazir Bhutto's government is the 
enemy of Pakistan and seeks to 
establish Indian hegemony in the 
country... the PPP’s days are 
numbered... we will hold them 
accountable and dump die Bhut- 
to's remains in the Arabian 
Sea...” 

Up to a couple of months ago, 
this inflammatory rhetoric was 
matched, word for bilious word, 
in PPP rally speeches. In recent 
weeks ^however, the prime minis- 
ter and her supporters have made 
a significant switch of style. In- 
stead of violent attacks on the 
heirs of Zia, and extravagant 
self-praise of the defenders of 
democracy, there is a new emph- 
asis cm national unity and. con- 
tinuity. Two institutions are 
praised: the aimed forces, and 
the Quaid-e-Azam, Mohammed 
Ali Jinnah, founder of the nation. 

The army has responded hand- 
somely, softening its insistence on 
an Islamic military victory in 
Afghanistan, and offering full 
support to democracy. The army 
chief, General Aslam Beg, has 
brushed aside recent persistent 
accounts of unrest in the canton- 
ments. .“A coup is absolutely 
impossible," he told reporters. 
“The army is solidly behind the 
government and wishes to see 
democracy take root.” 

Many Pakistani leader-writers 
and other observers have, wel- 
comed this conciliatory trend, 
with reservations. They detect a 
bid by the PPP not only to defuse 
the dangerous confrontation with 
Punjab, but to reassure the mid- 
dle classes wbo worry about the 
government’s hitherto deeply 
paitton approach. And yet,, as 


the Nation newspaper said a few 
days agp: “The Bhutto govern- 
ment must realise that in the final 
analysis it will be judged by its 
performance alone. There is a 
world to win beyond the rallies 


race.” 

There are some problems 
which even the most ardent 
admirer of the Bhutto democracy 
would not expect quick resolu- 
tion, especially by a party which 
had not known power for 11 


years. 

The economy is burdened by 
debt, a crushing defence budget, 
and ingrained corruption. There 
is an appalling law and order 
problem, especially in the south- 
ern province of Sind. There are 
boiling ethnic rivalries, especially 
between Sindis and die Mohajirs, 
or Urdu-speaking post-indepen- 
dent i mm igrants from India. 
There is a frightening drugs-and- 
guns culture, with dose on two 
million known heroin addicts, 
and an endless supply of weapons 
in the hands of traffickers and 
gangsters. And there is the explo- 
sive uncertainty of the Afghan 
situation, with more than three 
million miser able refugees to take- 
care of . — • ; - 

But perhaps -more imp o rtant - 
than any of these, is the central- 
feet of poverty. Pakistan’s per 
capita income is in decline, as are 
its literacy levels. Eight th o u sa n d 
more Pakistanis are born every 
day, and the capacity to feed and 
educate them is stretched. 

In the face of this imperative 
need, and tbe dose identity of die 
PPP with the masses, it is curious 
that so much has been promised, 
and so tittle done. 

The record of the National 
Assembly is particularly dismal. 
So-called debate consists of a 
mass of points of order, questions 
and raucous interventions. Most 
days could be summarised in the 
manner of tbe sketch writer for 
die Muslim newspaper, who re- 
corded cm Monday: “Pandemo- 
nium and furore ensured, ac- 
centuated with rowdyism." 

He was describing the most 
colourful dash to date between 
the chair, and the opposition’s 
most skilled parliamentary oper- 
ator, Mrs. Abida Hussain. She is 
an independent, whose natural 
antipathy to the PPP has 
deepened almost into despair. 

“Within less than a year, most 
members (of tbe National Assem- 
bly) are in a cynical and uneutbu- 
siastic state of mind," she said 
recently. “The spirit of service to 
the people, and of getting on with 
the job of improving democratic 
government; all that has gone." 

One of the reasons for par- 
liamentary cynicism is sheer bore- 
dom. Hie ruling party is unwilimg 
to risk defeat by introducing leg- 
islation. Ms. Bhutto appears reg- 
ularly, always with a fawning 
retinue, but speaks rarely. No 
issue of importance, like- Pakis- 
tan’s entry to tbe Commonwealth 
this month, has been debated. 

Mrs. Hussain and her husband, 
former Assembly Speaker Faqr 
Imam, now fear thar the ruling 
party’s lust for total power, and 
its ineffective use ot it, might 
provoke another military in- 
tervention. 

It is difficult to find in Pakistan, 
stride the sycophantic ranks of 
the PPP, anyone who shares the 
roseate view still generally taken 
by onstiders. According to Sena- 
tor Claiborne Pell, who visited 
Pakistan in-August as chai rman 
of the UJS. Senate foreign rela- 
tions committee, “democracy -in 
Pakistan is flourishing.’; He 
found that tbe press was free 
(mostly tnie), that parliamentary 
debate was robust (highly argu- 
able) and dial. the state media 
gave coverage to the opposition 
(about 10 per cent of that given to . 
the daily Bhutto show). 

- _ But then, it’s easy* living out- 
side the daily hardships and mis- 
eries that afflict most Pakistanis, 
fo be mesmerised by' tbe young, 
beautiful and infelhgeut woman 
who stands for. democracy. 

— The- Guardian. 
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Beit Sahur’s Tea Party 



By Mkhal Sela 


ON A DECEMBER night in 
1773, in order to prorest against 
the British policy of “taxation 
without representation," a band 
of Boston patriots staged an 
event that is remembered as the 
Boston Tea Party. Dressed as 
Red Indians, they boarded three 
ships at Boston port and damped- 
their cargoes of tea overboard. 

Elias Rashmawi’s “tea party” 
has been going on for over a year. 
Yesterday he attended his first 
court session at the Ramallah 
military court, where the West 
Bank military authorities are 
suing him for not paying his 
taxes. He was arrested a week 
ago, and an official at the office 
of the legal adviser to the Civfl 
Administration told his attorney, 
Mima Rashznawi, that she could 
not find any valid reason for his 
arrest. 

Three months ago, representa- 
tives of the tax authorities, 
accompanied by troops, loaded 
all the stock in his pharmacy, 
worth $150,000, onto a truck. 

However, Rashmawi doesn’t 
intend to give up. It is a matter of 
principle for him and for the Beit 
Sahur community, which has 
adopted the 224-year-old con- 
cept no taxation without repre- 
sentation. 

Beit Sahur, on the way from 
Bethlehem to Herodion, is a 
town of 12,000 with a Christian 
majority and a Muslim minority. 
A town of pastoral tranquillity, of 
small houses surrounded by gar- 
dens, it is a site for Christian 
pilgrims who wish to visit the 
Shepherds’ Fields. This is a com- 


munity with a rare solidarity and 
internal coherence, composed of 
people who believe they can beat 
the Israeli occupation using 
peaceful means. 

When the intifada started, 
almost two years ago, the people 
of Beit Sahur chose a unique 
path. When the first leaflets were 
distributed by the Unified Lead- 
ership of the Uprising, Beit Sab nr 
absorbed them down to the last 
detail and adopted the recom- 
mendation that most appealed to 
them: civil disobedience. 

They threw stones at troops 
and at settlere’ cars going through 
the town on tfaehr way to Tekoa 
and erected stone barricades 
across the streets. On one occa- 
sion, an Israeli truck was torched. 
Palestinian flags and nationalistic 
graffiti were, and still are, seen 
about. These were minor inst- 
ances of violence, compared to 
other towns in the West Bank. 

In Beit Sahur, the soldiers' 
response has been somewhat 
different from other places: here, 
people haven't been killed by 
bullets; the first local intifada 
death, that of Edmond Ghanem, 
was caused by a stone dropped on 
him by a soldier from the top of a 
buflding used as a military look- 
out post. 

Civil disobedience began with 
the idea of “home economy." 
Well-off families adopted a reg- 
ime of self-imposed austerity, 
while a group of agronomists, 
professors at Bethlehem -Uni- 
versity, introduced the concept of 
applied science. Based on their 
own knowledge and experiments, 
they opened a nursery and gave 
their neighbours professional gui- 
dance on how to grow their own 


salad vegetables. 

The garden around the house 
of agronomist Jad Is’hak, a lead- 
ing figpein the home-economy 
education effort, looked like a 
vegetable paradise. Food de- 
hydration and preserving technol- 
ogy, which Is’hak had studied for 
years, was being put into prac- 
tice. 

The security forces, however, 
'didn’t like the idea. To them, 
dispersing violent demonstrations 
is child's play compared to fight- 


ing “the battle of the vegetables.” 
Jad Is’hak and his friends were 
harassed, and the nursery was 
dosed down by military order. 
Is’hak was put under administra- 
tive detention for six months, but 
the tomatoes went on growing in 
the small gardens, and the chick- 
ens went on laying fresh eggs. 
THE CLOSURE OF the schools 
was the least damaging factor in 
Beit Sahur. While youths in near- 
by Bethlehem were busy throw- 
ing stones at troops and tourists, 
children in Beit Sahur were busy 
reading and being taught at 
home. “It's easy,” a Beit Sahur 
mother said at the time. “Most of 
the teachers :n the surrounding 
villages come from here, includ- 
ing many women.” 

Then, in May last year, the tax 
disobedience started and Beit 
Sahur experienced its first tax 
raid. The authorities believed 
that a series of curfews and a 
heavy troop presence could bring 
the people to heel, as they had in 


other towns and villages. 

Instead, hundreds olF Beit 
Sahur people submitted their ID 
cards to the municipality and held 
a sit-down strike which went on 
for hours. This reaction was un- 
familiar to the military author- 
ities, who reacted with force, 
mass arrests and a curfew. 

About three months ago, the 
military and tax authorities re- 
newed their tax collection cam- 
paign - and this time, they got 
really tough. Systematically, day 


after day, they seized property 
from shopkeepers and craftsman, 
either during -the day or at night. 

“They came at midnight, took 
my son and forced open my work- 
shop,” relates a carpenter whose 
work premises are now totally 
bare. “They took the machines, 
despite the fact that the law for- 
bids confiscating production 
equipment.” The carpenter has 
not paid any taxes “because the 
intifada people will burn my 
home." 

What is the solution? 

“You are the solution. Under 
occupation, you're not allowed to 
collect taxes.” The man’s son, 
who was taken at night by the 
troops to watch the confiscation, 
says that in such circumstances, 
■it's no surprise that incidents like 
the one involving bus No. 405 
happen. “You drive us all crazy,” 
he says. 

Emili Rashmawi, Elias’ 
mother, supports her son’s dis- 
obedience. “When I pay taxes, I 


want to have old age pension and 
schools for my grandchildren. I 
don't get that here." 

Does he really need the suffer- 
ing the whole town is going 
through? 

“We don’t need the intifada, 
but we want our identity, we want 
our children to have a secure 
future. We sacrifice in order to 
save bloodshed and innocent 
souls.” 

AN UPHOLSTERER was one of 


those arrested three months ago 
as a means of applying pressure, 
and held for several days in Beth- 
lehem’s military jail. “In the Mid- 
dle Ages jails were better. 
Seventy people in one small 
room, using their shoes for pil- 
lows — you can imagine the 
situation. A cup of rice was 
thrown on the floor. That was our 
lunch. Each tomato was divided 
into five. ■ 

From time to time, a detainee 
would be taken to the downtown 
tax office and told that all the 
others had paid their taxes. “No- 
body took the trick seriously,” 
said the man. They were released 
without any legal procedure, the 
way they had been arrested. 

“I’m an upholsterer, not a 
politician. I work and I have to 
pay taxes, but as long as the 
government can't give me protec- 
tion, I don’t pay. Let them put 
me in jail as long as they wish. 
When you conquered the place, I 
said, 1 Ahlan wasahalan! i ha- 


‘No taxation without representation’ 


ven’t turned my tools into arms. 
Now I can’t pay the tax. If I do, 
my children will be beaten up.” 

Then, after a while, as home- 
made lemonade is being served, 
he adds: “The Israelis use us as 
simple labourers. We don’t have 
any services in town, no national 
insurance, no unemployment be- 
nefits. They don’t allow us to 
develop a real modem industry. 
Why, after all, should we pay 
taxes?" 

With all the hardship following 
the confiscation of hundreds of 
dollars’ worth of property, Beit 
Sahur has not surrendered. The 
residents are making a real nui- 
sance of themselves to the au- 
thorities, who tried their luck 
once more. Last week became 
hell for the town, with at least 40 
families subjected to the confisca- 
tion of private and commercial 
property. This week, dozens 
more have suffered confiscation. 

The tax officials, escorted by 
troops, go from house to house 
humiliating and beating people, 
the residents relate. Some have 
complained that the troops put 
personal items in their pockets, 
including money. They took a 
butcher's furniture; in another 
house, they stopped the washing 
machine, pulled out the laundry 
and took the machine away with 
them. Many people were 
arrested, always by the army, as 
“security detainees,” although 
the nature of their violation of the 
law is civilian. 

All this happened only a day 
after some focal youths taught a 
suspected local collaborator a les- 
son in “peaceful harassment.” 

They shouted slogans against 
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him near his house. The man 
threw stones in return, erected a 
roadblock and attacked passers- 
by. When Mayor Hanna Al- 
Atrash happened to drive past, 
the “collaborator” took him hos- 
tage and released him only after 
dire threats from the people who 
came to rescue the mayor. 

As a punishment, youths 
evacuated all the women and 
children from the house, took out 
most of The furniture and torched 
the house, not before beating the 
“collaborator" and other men in 
the family. 

When the townspeople began 
contacting the press and Jewish 
friends in Jerusalem, the military 
authorities imposed a curfew and 
cut all the telephone lines. Night 
curfew became routine. 

WITH ALL THIS behind them, 
Beit Sahur is still disobedient. 

“Beit Sahur has eight founding 
fathers. Hundreds of years have 
passed since they came here, 
lived together and married 
among themselves,” the uphol- 
sterer says, giving a short historic- 
al background to the town's soli- 
darity. “Today, anybody you can 
name — 1 know his wife and 
children. In July, we were under 
curfew for 21 days, and nobody 
went hungry." 

Other people mention liberal 
attitudes and the large proportion 
of educated people as the reasons 
for Beit Sahur's different but 
much more successful intifada. 
“The idea behind civil disobedi- 
ence." says a resident who re- 
quested anon unity, “is to make 
the intifada a non-violent 
activity.” 


Why, for the time being, has it 
succeeded only in Beit Sahur? 

“We are the Japan of the West 
Bank; a community of highly 
educated, independent and enter- 
prising people.” says the resident, 
adding that Beit Sahur combines 
the solidarity of a village and the 
liberal lifestyle of a town. Out of 
all the West Bank communities, 
Beit Sahur — both as individuals 
and as a group — maintains 
continuous contacts with Israelis. 
Its residents play tennis at the 
Tennis Centre in Jerusalem's San 
Simon neighbourhood, and there 
is a “dialogue relationship" with a 
Jewish group from the capital. 

“There is no contradiction be- 
tween the two,” says Emili Rash- 
mawi. “Taxes to the occupier are 
one thing; Israelis who find ways 
to reach us on curfew days are 
another. Whoever stretches out 
his arm in peace will meet my 
hand. But 1 can’t live with those 
who come to me armed." 

The media is also used as a 
means of struggle, and last 
Wednesday, Beit Sahur distri- 
buted a press release: “Taxes are 
paid by people to their own legiti- 
mate political bodies to cover the 
cost of services. The services pro- 
vided to the Palestinians are 
opening new jails... building new 
settlements—” — 

The people of Beit Sahur are 
lamenting and disobeying, talking 
about the suffering caused by the 
troops and the tax people. At the 
same time, they announced this 
week in front of the television 
cameras: “The time has come to 
tell you: we shall continue em- 
ploying non-violent tax resist- 
ance.” — The Jerusalem Post. 


Women power on the 
march worldwide 


MORE THAN a trillion women 
— one-third of the world's female 
population — will be in the eco- 
nomically active group at the 
dawn of the next century. 

Although over 700 mutton of 
these women will be found in 
developing countries, their ranks 
will represent less than 50 per 
cent of the Third World finale, 
population between the qges of 
15 and 64. The correspowfing 
proportion in industrialised coun- 
tries will be nearly 60 per cent. 

These projections are based on 
an assumed continuation of 
trends which have evolved since 
the 1950 b and they appear in a new 
£LO statistical analysis* of 
women and work. Charting tire 
growth of women in the global 
workforce, it notes that in 1950 
they numbered 263 million in 
developing countries and 148 mil- 
lion in the industrialised coun- 
tries. 

The study predicts that the shift 
in female employment from agri- 
culture to industry and services 
will continue everywhere. It esti- 
mates by the year 2000 the 
agricultural sector will absorb 57 
per cent of the economically ac- 
tive women in developing coun- 
tries whereas in 1950 the propor- 
tion was 87 per cent. 

This decline will be even more 
striking in industrialised countries 
where only 8 per cent of economi- 
cally active women wffl likely be 
found in agriculture by the turn of 
the century compared with 47 per 
cent in 1950. 

In these countries women have 
turned to services far more than 


to industry. In 1950 about 33 per 
cent of the economically active 
women were in services and ab- 
out 20 per cent in industry. In 
1980 the figures had risen to 58 
per cent in services and 26 per 
cent in industry. And h is antici- 
pated that tire trend will become 
even more pronounced by the 
year 2O0O._ 

- For Thud World women em- 
ployment in industry and services 
often means tire informal sector 
although statistics concerning 
their participation tend to be in- 
complete, mainly because a good 
deal of their activities are not 
counted, the study says. 

However, from the available 
data, in 1950 women made up 23 
per cent of both the industry and 
services sectors in developing 
countries. If present patterns per- 
sist, it is expected that women 
will comprise 31 per cent of the 
iron-agricultural sector by the 
year 2000. 

The figures document increas- 
ing dfepuitres between develop- 
ing and developed countries in 
the prospects for equality be- 
tween men and women in em- 
ployment opportunities. 

A teQing example can be found 
when comparing women’s overall 
share in the economically active 
population during the half cen- 
tury between 1950 and 2000. That 
share in industrialised countries 
was 37 per cent in 1950 and is 
projected to efimb to 41 per cent 
by 2000. For women in develop- 
ing countries the figure was and is 
expected to stay at 34 per cent — 
demonstrating almost no progress 


during the 50-year period. 

Another area in which Third 
World women are losing out is in 
the number of years "they can 
anticipate being gainfully em- 
ployed as a result of changes in 
their economic activity. This time 
roan has fallen steadily since 
1950, when they could count on a 
working life of 27 years. Expecta- 
tions for tire year 2000 show only 
23 economically active years? 

Again, a reverse situation ex- 
ists in industrialised countries. In 
1950 the average working Efe for 
women was 25 years and all in- 
dications point to an increase to 
29 years by 2000. 

The study shows frequent part- 
time work and disproportionately 
high unemployment among 
women in industrialised coun- 
tries. 

SimDariy, the information re- 
flects high levels of female unem- 
ployment in the developing coun- 
tries as well as seasonal work. 
There is also an underestimation 
of the economic contribution of 
women, particularly in countries 
in North Africa, South Asia and 
the Caribbean. 

In addition to dealing with 
global trends and prospects for 
th» burgeoning womanpower, the 
study devotes separate sections to 
women in Africa, in Asia and 
Oceania, in Latin America and 
the Caribbean, and in market and 
centrally planned economies. 
Graphically detailed charts com- 
plement the study’s meticulously 
researched text. 

The message is dear, vigorous 
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national and international efforts training and employment. The market in about a decade have 
win be required to ensure women challenge is reaL since the billion already been born — TLO Un- 
equal opportunity in access to women who will be in the labour formation 


Latin American 
youth: A key 
challenge 


By Todd Lewan 

The Associated Press 


RIO DE JANEIRO — The dis- 
illusionment of Latin American 
youth is partly the fault of the 
continent’s huge debt ..and the 
economic hardship it has 
brought. But experts say many 
other factors have caused youth 
to pass from a mood of optimism 
10 years ago to one of disenchant- 
ment. 

Latin youth have seen civilian 
authority eroded from within by 
corruption, inefficiency and inde- 
cision and challenged from with- 
out by disgruntled military offic- 
ers, drug traffickers and leftist 
rebels. 

Runaway inflation, shrinking 
buying power and spiralling un- 
employment only add to the 
gloom in the region. The replace- 
ment of authoritarian govern- 
ments by elected civilian leaders 
has given hope of radical im- 
provements in the economy, but 
these have been slow to come. 

Meanwhile, newly restored 
press freedoms have exposed vio- 
lence, environmental destruction 
and social in justice hidden during 
previous military rule, forcing the 
young to view their countries in a 
new and painfully realistic 
manner. 

South America's young seem 
to be losing faith in the future and 
are emigrating in growing num- 
bers to the Unite! States and 


Europe. 

In Rio de Janeiro, visa lines of 
about 200 people, mostly young, 
form outside the U.S. consulate 
on business days. Similar lines are 
common in such capitals as 
Buenos Aires in Argentina and 
Montevideo in Uruguay. 

In Buenos Aires, lines snake 
for blocks outside the Italian and 
Spanish embassies, where work 
papers can be obtained easily for 
children and grandchildren of Ita- 
lians and Spaniards. 

In Montevideo, one survey in- 
dicated, a third of youths age 15 
to 29 hope to leave Uruguay to 
find a better job in Spain, Argen- 
tina or the United States. 

As a result, most guidance 
counsellors and vocational ex- 
perts say, the draining away of 
Latin American youth will dep- 
rive the region of -the talent it 
needs to help solve its economic 
and social crises. 

Even in Venezuela or Chile, 
two of Latin America's more 
economically stable nations, 
there is a vague belief among 
young people that things are get- 
ting worse. 

"Finding a job will be more 
difficult than graduating," said 
Carlos Garofalo, an 18-year-old 
college student in Caracas, Vene- 
zuela. 

University students often aban- 
don school to work as maids 
street peddlers, movie ushers or 
black marketeers. 
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Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

please call: 

AMIS KA WAR & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sharaf Street 
ShmcLsani 

P.O. Box 7806 
Amman, Jordan 
Tel. 604676, 604696 


The first 4 best 
Chinese Restaurant 
hi Jordan 

1st (tide, Jabal Amman, near 

Ahfiyyah Oris School 

lauwyhs wiliWi 

Opendaily 12. w 00'3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

Tel. 638868 



CROWN 
1NTLEST. 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storaging, 
clearing, door-to-door 

fWlvitM 
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MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

Theonly typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chir^narTwg pais available 

TUanrayavaSaNi 

Open daily 125)0 -15-30 
18M-233Q 

WadiSaqra Road- near Traffic 
Badge 

Amman, Jordan 

v Tel: 061822 / 


THE 
YOU TRUST 
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TOP QUALITY 
HOUSEHOLD 
APPLIANCES 

a 

.. SHHAISANIamwan 



Electrolux 


' CHEN'S > 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, nearKita 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Bitaequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

\ 6:30 -Midnight y 


STUDIO HAIG 

. • v _ . - - 

Professional Quality in 


I Hour ! 

Develop your colour film at 
-our shop "and -get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
size 30% larger 

* Free enlarge- 

ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: .604042 
Swefieb teb 823891 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURJSMO 

Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 

Charcoal Flaming Pot 

Taka away lanrlra 

Open daily Noon -3:30p.m. 

& &30pjn. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akiiah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


Slide film 
Processing by 


Same Day Service 
for all E6 films at 

Salbashian 

Trading Co. 

Wadi Saqra sir. 

Next to Petra Bank 
Headquarters 

Tel : 633418 



FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

mmmtm 

Special Executive Luncheons 

"Hake away service 
' available 

Open Daily 12J30-i30pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

"towards 3rd circle 


Tel: 659519 6S9520 
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Cb«NA PaUce Rstamuwt 

CANTONESE. SICHUAN, 
PEKING, HUNAN STYLE 

ABraetHre Chinese decoranons 
Deficous Chmese cuisine 
All r soring - no aw re charge 
speciaf tapenyolu -chicken. fceefAftsfi 
wffli special orrepv duck 
Opens 11 30am -330pm.. 
700pm - 11.30 pm 
CfcMM Friday 
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Trade deficit soars by $10.7 b 


Wall Street jitters 


NEW YORK (AP) — U.S. stocks retreated sharply 
Tuesday following two of the wildest sessions on 
Wall Street since the October 1987 market crash. 


The Dow Jones average of 30 
UKhistrial stocks was off about 63 
points at the 2,595 level shortly 
after 11:30 a.m. (1530 GMT). 
Broader market indicators also 
fell. 

Hie Dow average had phim- 
meted 190.58 points Friday and 
tf -i bounced back with a 88.12- 
point gain Monday, leaving inves- 
tors grouping for stable ground. 

The C Commerce Department 
handed the market some bad 
news Tuesday with its report that 
the U.S. foreign merchandise 
trade deficit rose nearly 31 per 
cent in August to $10.77 billion 
from a revised July deficit of 
$8.24 billion. 

Many economists had expected 
the latest trade deficit to be about 
$9 billion. 

But analysts did not all agree 
that the big trade deficit was a 
major factor in Tuesday’s stock 
decline. Some noted that bonds 
and the dollar — which are most 
sensitive to bad trade figures — 
held up relatively well in the early 
going. 

The dollar partly recovered af- 
ter a sharp drop after the trade 
report, whOe bonds w ere some- 
what stronger — an indication 
that investors were not seriously 
worried about worsening infla- 
tion and higher interest rates. 

“There's much more going on 
in the stock market at tbe mo- 
ment than the trade numbers,** 
said Lawrence Veit, international 
economist at Brown Brothers 
Harriman and Co. financial firm.- 

“You’D tend to see somewhat 
accentuated volatility this week. 
and bsI," said Ghdio Martini, 
economist at Sanford CL Bern- 
stein and Co. 

Monday’s gain was concen- 
trated in blue-chip stocks, which 
benefited from a “flight to quali- 
ty” by nervous investors. It came 
on trading volume of 416.29 mil- 
lion shares, the heaviest ever 
except for the week of the 1987 
market crash. Hie index’s gain 
was the fourth-biggest point gain, 
although it was not among the 
biggest percentage gainers. 

_ In the overall New York Stock 
exchange Tuesday morning, de- 
clining issues outpaced advances 
by about 3-to-l after die first two 
hours of trading. Volume cm the 


New York Stock Exchange 
totaled, a beavier-than-usual 95 
million shares. 

European* share prices ended 
mostly higher Tuesday after 
seesawing uncertainty in active 
trading. The nervous European 
session followed good recoveries 
in Asia. 

Tuesday's moves up and down 
were much less dramatic than 
Monday’s gyrations, but trading 
disruptions continued. The Brus- 
sels exchange had computer 
problems for a second day, pre- 
venting significant trading since 
Friday. 

London, the biggest market, 
finished up with a relatively mod- 
erate decline, but Frankfurt, 
winch suffered a record drop 
Monday, saw big gains, in urgent 
buying. 

In the morning, European 
share prices followed Tokyo’s 
ctimb on relief over New York’s 
strong finish Monday and that an 
all-out crash appeared to have 
been averted. 

But then European share 
prices Cell in the afternoon on 
worse-than-expected U.S. trade 
figures and on a subsequent weak 
opening on Wall Street. 

In London, the Financial 
Times-Stock Exchange 100-share 
index fell 27.9 points, or 13 per 
cent, to dose at 2,135.5. 

Wall Street’s Dow Jones in- 
dustrial average was down 27.87 
points, or one per cent, at 
2,629.51 at about tbe time Lon- 
don dosed. 

Monday, the London index fell 
more than 200 points and then 
recovered to finish with a 70.5 
point decline. 

Volume was an active 643.4 
million shares at 5 p.m. (1600 


GMT) Tuesday, compared to an 
extremely heavy 9593 million 


shares Monday. 

The German stock index 
(DAX), which had plunged 12.8 
per cent in its worst one-day drop 
ever Monday, soared 89.72 
points, or 6.4 per cent, to 
1,475.44. 

Frankfurt’s trading volume 
even surpassed Monday's fren- 
zied pace as small retail investors 
rushed to buy back some of the 
stocks they had dumped, and 
institutional funds took advan- 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Tuesday, October 17, 1989 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. defer 
Food Stating 
DcnCschanark 
Swiss franc 


Bay SeS 

627.0 632.0 
989.2 999.1 
336-5 339.9 
383.9 387.7 


French franc 99.0 100.0 

Japanese yen (for 100) 441.4 4454 

Dutch guilder 298.1 301.1 

Swedish c t own 97.0 98-0 

Kalian lira (for 100) 4S.8 46-3 

Belgian franc (for 10) 1602 161-8 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


1.5755/65 

U.S. dollars 

1.1740/50 

Canadian dollar 

1.8653/60 

Deutschemarks 

2.1053/60 

Dutch, guilders 

1.6360/70 

Swiss francs 

39.15/19 

Belgian francs 

6.3375/425 

French francs 

1372/1373 

Italian lire 

142.45/55 

Japanese yen 

6.4725/75 

Swedish crowns 

6.9550/600 

Norwegian crowns 

7.2750/800 

Danish crowns 

365.80/36630 

U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


By Reuters 


SYDNEY — The share market retraced nearly half of Monday’s 
slump and tbe All Ordinaries Index closed 61.7 points up at 
1,662.6. 

TOKYO — An early buying spree led by Japanese institutions 
pumped energy back into the market after Waif Street’s overnight 
gains. Tbe Nikkei Index rebounced 527.39 points to dose at 
34^96.08. 

HONG KONG — Blue chips held on to early gains after Wall 
Street’s rebound but profit-taking capped the recovery. The Hang 
Seng Index dosed 94.20 up at 2,695.90. 

SINGAPORE — Strong foreign and institutional buying and 
bargain-hunting helped the Straits Times Industrial Index recover 
56.79 points to dose at 1341.83. 

BOMBAY — Share prices tumbled on tbe Bombay stock 
exchang e on heavy nervous selling triggered by reports Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi is calling elections ahead of schedule. 

FRANKFURT — West German shares dawed back some of 
Monday’s record losses. Hie Dax Index of 30 blue chips dosed at 
1,475.44 points, up 6.5 per cent. 


PARIS — French share prices reversed earlier modest gains, but 
then steadied. The CAC-40 Index was 5.73 points or 031 per cent 
down at 1804.04 by 1315 GMT. 

LONDON — Shares remain ed depressed in nervous volatile 
trade. By 1518 GMT the FTSE 100 was 293 points or 1.4 per cent 
down at 2134. 1. 

NEW YORK — Wall Street blue chips continued to decline 
tallowing news that the U.S. trade gap in August widened 
considerably. The Dow was off 31.56 at 2625.41. 


tage of the lower prices to boost 
their beddings. 

But the early enthusiasm soon 
gave way to a more sober assess- 
ment and profit-taking late in the 
session, which bad to be extended 
by one hour to process all tbe 
orders. 

In Madrid, tbe Madrid stock 
market’s general index rose 5.96 
points, or two per cent, to a 
provisional closing figure of 
311.18. The index fell 6.S per cent 
Monday. 

Hie Athens stock exchange 
general index rose 4Z65 points, 
or 9.4 per cent at 497.79. It 
dropped 10.05 per emit Monday. 

Earlier Tuesday, Tokyo staged 
a recovery, where the Nikkei 
index dosed 52739 points, or 13 
per cent, higher at 34,996.06, 
regaining most of the ground it 
lost Monday. 

The Dow Jones industrial aver- 
age bounced back 88 points Mon- 
day after its 190-point plunge 
Friday the 13th. 


Randall Goldsmith, an equities 
analyst at the London investment 
firm James Capel and Co., said: 
“In the short-term it will over- 
hang tbe market.” 

“The markets overreacted to 
Friday’s slump on tbe street but 
then thought yesterday’s rally was 
tbe end of it all. Well it’s not over 
yet,” one London dealer said. 

“Rally or not, investor confi- 
dence here is very fragile and it's 
going to take time before they 
commit themselves again,” said 
another. 


The August trade deficit was 
the worst trade imbalance since a 
$10.80 billion deficit last De- 
cember. 

The widening gap resulted- 
from a 0.2 per cent decline in 
exports to $30.4 bfihon and a 6.4 
per cent increase in i mp orts to 
$413 trillion. 

“This is of course an unwel- 
come increase and we’re hopeful 
that it simply is a one-month 
situation and wfl I turn around,” 
said White House Press Secretary 
Marlin F itz water. 



Add Qdah (centre), 
Customs Department 


of Jordan’s 
of the 


Jordan Tirade Association, headed by Mr. 
Darwazeh (right). 


Jordan’s customs chief 
pinpoints disadvan tages 


By Mariam M. Shahhi 
Jordan Times Staff Writer 


AMMAN — Customs dues and 
regulations of any given customs 
department either encourage or 
discourage a country’s exports, 
Adel AI Qdah, director-general 
of the Jordanian C ustoms De- 
partment told the rii»i™in and 
members of tbe recently formed 
Jordan Trade Association Mon- 
day night 

During a one hour presentation 
which was followed by discussion, 
Qdah pointed out that Jordanian 
industries had not taken full 
advantage of tbe customs services 
provided to them over the last 
twelve months. 

He said that the customs ex- 
emptions of raw materials, semi- 
finished goods, machines 
production equipment and other 
measures to protect locally pro- 
duced goods had not been properly 
utilised by local producers. 

After giving 120 companies 
special permission to import 19 
ntiOioD dinars worth of semi- 
finished goods, with tbe express- 
ed intent to create a finished 


products which would in turn be 
exported, only eight per cent or 
1.5 million dinars worth of 
finished products were exported 
while 273 milli on JD’s of the 
products remained on the Jorda- 
nian market, Qdah said. 

Such “lost opportunities” 
Qdah were detrimental to 
tbe Jordanian exporter, Qdah 
told the audience, most of which 
belonged to the 25-member trade 
association. 

He pointed out that the new 
cus t oms centre in file industrial 
city of Sahab, east of Amman, 
catered exclusively to Jordanian 
industries and not to “middle- 
men.” Ind ust rialist s in the audi- 
ence said that they appreciated the 
move and hoped more such spe- 
cialised centres would be set up in 
the near future. 


Complaints 


In response to complaints 
made by local industrialists, 
Qdah said that intensive custom 
duty studies would continue be- 
cause “in the last month alone we 
had 11 violations of exporting 


rales.” Qdah was referring to 
items exported on the pretense of 
having been manufactured in Jor- 
dan while they had realty been 
manufactured somewhere rise. 

He also pointed out that export 
permits now only require five 
official signatures when they re- 
quired more than a dozen several 
..years ago. 

Responding to a complaint by a 
local exporter about the 13 offi- 
. dal agencies which have to be 
contacted before a product is 
exported to other Arab countries 
such as Iraq, Qdah pointed out 
that the Jor danian manufacturers' 
bad brought some bureaucratic 
regulations upon themselves by 
not regulating their produce for 
given standards, which Include 
mat and weights. 

Qdah, told the audience, which 
represented a cross-section of 
Jordan's industrial sector, that 
the Customs Department had 
been more than forthcoming, in 
an attempt to encourage exports l 
and protect local products in tbe I 
home market but that it was up to 
the industrialists themselves to 
meet the export potentials. 


ECONOMIC NEWS BRIEFS 


Kuwaiti fond gives Jordan soft loan 

KUWAIT (Pttt.) - F^for 


and Stociri Devriopment has approved a 103 million Kuwaiti 
~ ‘ fond spokes 


wwws — r 

dinar soft loan to Jordan. A 

used to hdp Jordan cany out an~~ — ■■ . ^ . .. 

Egypt He ^ that Egypt rs to obtem a 

to help finance its part of tile project on winch w ark wx U start 

before the end of 1989. Accoidmg to the the 

project was expected to end by 1993 atritireBnk^^ serreasn 

nnde^ for finking the grids of Arab coinrtripniNortiiAOTraaM 

Aria. The Kuwaiti fond earlier provided a grant of pujJW 
Kuwait dinars to finance a feasibility study of the project; 

RJ leases Indonesia Tri Star 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Royal Jordanian (RJ), the national airline, 
announced Tuesday that it wfl] lease one of il 


ouuvuimi AucDtMiy that It win lease one or its T ry Sta r planes 
with its crew to tire Indonesian airline for three months m 1990. 


,, « — - Jakarta-Hong Kong 

route. The lease is in implementation of an in itia l deal c onclud ed 
between the two sides in January 1989 duringa visit to Jakarta by 
Gvfl Aviation Authority Director-General Mahmoud Balqez, 
Balqez who also visited the Philippines and Thaila nd for talks on 
ah- transport o p e ra tions, had said that the Indonesian autme and 
RJ had also agreed to operate joint flights. 


Italy eyes Investments in Algeria 


ALGIERS OR) — Italian Foreign Minis ter Gianni De Michelis 
foresaw a jump in investments in Algeria as a result of its 
liberal political and economic reforms. He told reporters after a 
one-day visit to Algiers that the two countries were discussing 
joint economic projects including the possible expansion of a gas 
pt pgKiw* between them. “We think there may a qualitative jump 
jyi the near future fa the, process of political mid economic reform 
in Al geria, especially in the direction at joint ventures and direct 
investment by the Italian private and public sectors,” he said. 
Algeria is in the throes erf transition from a one-party socialist 
state to a multi-party democracy, and it plans sweeping new 
incentives to asttract foreign capital. De Michelis said the two 
sides had discussed a proposed expanaon erf an existing gas 
pipeline from Algeria to Italy via Tunisia. Italy is Algeria’s biggest 
gas customer. 


Gulf Air seeks $400m loan 


BAHRAIN (R) — Bahrain-based Gulf Air plans to borrow $400 
million to buy six new Boeing 767-300 airliners. A spokesman for 
the airiju e told Reuters it had invited bids from the island’s 
offshore banks for the loan, part of a plan to pay a total of a 
trillion dollars for the Boeing and 12 Airbus A-320’s. “We expect 
to complete tins (plan) early next year,” the spokesman said. Hie 
purchases would boost to 41 the number of airliners operated by 
Gulf Air, which is owned by the go v ernm ents of Bahrain, Qatar, 
Oman and the emirate of Abu Dhabi. In April, Gulf Air signed a 
$208 mflfion loan with a syndicate of banks to buy four Boeing 
767-300s. Gulf Air expected its 1989 profit to jump to around 30 
mflfion dinars ($80 mfllk m) from 2.5 millio n ($6.6 million) in 
1988, the sp okesman said. This would indude funds from the sale 
in 1988 of eight ageing Boring 73Ts. Gulf Air made losses in 1986 
and 1987. 


Supreme. Soviet restricts cooperatives 


S. Arabia announces big gas find 


MOSCOW (AP) — Lawmakers 
slapped price controls Monday on 
die private businesses President 
Mikhail Gorbachev fostered to 
supply goods and services the 
state cannot provide. 

The 542-member bicameral 
Supreme Soviet took the action in 
response to public accusations 
that the businesses, known as 
cooperatives, have engaged in 
price gouging. 

When it began debating restric- 
tions in September, legislator 
Veniamin Yarin accused coop- 
eratives of “open robbery of the 
working man.” 

Cooperatives are one of the 
few successes of President Gor- 
bachev’s economic reform prog- 
ramme. His economic advisor. 


Leonid .Abalkin, has raid Soviet 
society must recognise that coop- 
eratives are an important part of 
the economy, agree to treat them 
equally with state-nm busin es s 
and allow local governments to 
regulate them. 

Since they were legalised two 
and a half years ago, they have 
grown dramatically and now pro- 
vide 12.9 trillion roubles’ ($20 
trillion) worth of goods and ser- 
vices, Abalkin has said. 

But last year, the government 
began taxing the cooperatives, 
and expects to receive 1.5 billion 
roubles ($23 billion) from these 
levies next year. 

On Monday, more restrictions 
were imposed. The official TASS 
news agency said local governing 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Harris 



“Stanley comes home exhausted, but 
hates to miss his TV shows. So 
one eye watches TV while the 
other eye sleeps!" 


councils will set price ceilings on- 
consumer goods and services of 
coo p e rative s. The eatings wfll 
apply to products tbe state has 
contracted to buy from coopera- 
tives and items cooperatives 
manufacture using state-supplied 
resources. 

The businesses also will come 
under state price control when 
they resell goods purchased from 
the state. Many cooperatives 
make huge profits by buying 
scarce goods from the state and 
reselling them at higher prices. 

Another provision forbids 
cooperatives from reselling im- 
ported goods at a higher price 
than the state would charge. 

Legislator Anatoly Sobchak 
was quoted by TASS as saying 
tbe restrictions “make it posable 
to keep cooperative associations 
intact and at the same rime eli- 


minate profiteering.” 

One deputy had proposed dos- 


ing all wholesale and retail coop- 
eratives. 

Previously, cooperatives were 
exempt from state control over 
their prices, and they have been 
able to obtain scarce goods by 
paying off people with access to 
them. 

Id tbe Sept. 26 debate, Gor- 


bachev asked the legislature how 
the cooperatives manny. re find 
soap when no one else can. He 
noted the cooperative price might 
be five roubles ($7.74) for a bar 
of soap, when a state store would 
charge just 40 kopecks (62 cents) 
to one rouble ($1.55). 

Gorbachev stood by his crea- 
tions, however. 

“The main thing for ns is to 
preserve cooperatives,” he said. 
“People see the evident differ- 
ence between them. Those pro- 
viding services, mannfactnnng, 
producing construction materials, 
repairing, helping, are more than 
welcome by the people. All those 
intermediary cooperatives are 
considered to be thieves,” he 
noted. 

Soviet media reported Sunday 
that tons of urgently needed fired 
is rotting in railcars for lack of 
people and equipment to move it. 

More than two milli on tons erf 
cargo is piled up in Soviet ports 
for lack of train transport, news- 
papers said. This includes 
thousands of shipping containers 
of consumer goods and fired 
purchased by the government on 
an emergency bask to satisfy a 
public angered by empty store 
shelves. 


1 DHAHRAN, Saudi Arabia (AP) — The Sandi Arabian Ofl Co. 
has announced the discovery of a “substantial” new gas resexvoir 
to the southeast of the capital, Riyadh! The company , also known 
as Saudi Aramco, said a wildcat well drilled 75 kilometres 
southeast of Riyadh encountered a new gas zone at a depth of 
around 7,900 feet (2J900 metres). “Subsequent coring of this zone 
con firm ed the existence of a substantial gas reservoir,” Saudi 
Aiamco said. Hie well, Dflam-1, tested sweet gas at a rate of 50 
millio n cubic feet (1.4 millio n cubic metres) per day and yielded 
gas condensate with a gravity of 65 degrees API, Saudi Aramco 
said. The company plans further research to determine the 
thickness of the gas reservoir and estimate the reserves of the new 
field. Last June, Saudi Aramco announced the discovery of sweet 
crude ofl in a wildcat drilled in the Al Hawtah region, around 190 
kflometres'south of Rtyacfo. 


Poland devalues zloty by 14.7% 


WARSAW (R) — Poland’s new Solidarity-led government has 
devalued the zloty by 14.7 per cent against the dollar in fine wish 
plans to move an ailing, centrally planned economy doser to 
Western models. The national bank set the new rate at 2,100 
ztofiesto flic dollar, again st 1,791 Friday, according to figures 
by the gov ernmen t newspaper Rzeczpospofita. It was 
the 12th big devaluation this year. The previous one, and the 
biggest of the year, was on Sept. 28 when the value of the. Polish 
curren^ was cut by 20 per cent in relation to tbe dollar. Finance 
munstry officials said previously they planned two big realign- 
ments m October and more before the end of the year to create a 
angle exchange rate as soon as possible and restore confidence in 
me zloty. Polish citizens have to pay about 8,000 zloties for a 
ft*® fr®® ntarket and the devaluation did not a ffect this 
rate. Hie official rate applies only to foreign tourists and foreum 
trade dealings. ■ 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
• by Herat Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unsc r amble those tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ortflrwry words. 


NICCY 


jn 


•swaas*-* - 


DAMEF 





LARREB 


nn 



PARTI 

IB 


□z 

r 


□ 



HOW THE 

BACKSEAT DRIVER'S 
HUSBANP PROVE. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answor hero: 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles BROOK DADDY 


(AnswaS tomorrow) 
ADROIT MEASLY 


Answer Thai beloved movie villain was so good at 
being this — SO BAD 
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Barcelona has 
something to prove 


BRUSSELS (R) — TWeirfdera 
Barcelona are oat to prove they 
have finally overcome their eariy- 
seasOQ dump when they meet Bd- 
League leaders Anderiecbt 
m a European Cup Women’ Cup 
second round fast leg iwjjid i 
Wednesday. 

Barcelona, although only 
seventh in the Sp anish League, 
now trafl leader s Real Madrid by 
just two points and can demons- 
trate against Anderiecfat that they 
are ready to resume their pi«T 
s's leading soccer 


“It looks like the weak period 
erf Barcelona is finally over,” said 
Aadericchfs Dutch coach Aad 
de Mbs, formerly of Ajax Am* 
tferdam and Medico, who is 
predicting an ergitmg mutdi. 

"Wen see two teams not just 
a im i n g for a good result but also 
concerned about the way they 
{day because they have to drink 
about their prestige. 

“The most important thing is to 
prevent Barcelona from scoring 
here. We have to keep that zero 
on the scoreboard as weVe done 
in ah our home matches this 
season," he said. 

Barcelona started off the Span- 
ish season in disast ro us fashion 
and calls for Dutch coach Johan 
Cruyff to resign spread rapidly 
after the ambitious Catalan side 
lost their first three away 


matches. 

But the tide started to turn 
when Barcelona squeezed past 
Legia Warsaw in the Cup win- 
ners’ cup first round last mouth. 

They kept the momentum 
going to beat arch-avals and 
Spanish rfi amp i n na Real Madrid 
3-1 last week and geared them- 
selves up for the Anderlecht tie 
with 90 minutes of shooting prac- 
tice against Kayo Vaflecano, who 
wore lucky to get away with a 7-1 
defeat. 

The Catalan dob’s star Libero 
Ronald Koeman even became the 
Spanish League’s joint top scorer- 
with Real Madrid’s Hugo San- 
chez when he scored his side’s 
seventh goal, although all six of 
his goals have come from the 
penalty spot. 

Before leaving for Brussels 
Monday, Cruyff said his team 
would play attacking football and 
was co nfident they would score. 
But he added that Anderiecfat 
woe a tough proposition. 

“Anderiecfat are playing weU at 
the moment arid it won’t be an 
easy round,” he said. 

The Belgians, winners of the 
trophy in 1976 and 1978, have 
experienced a considerably easier 
time than their Spanish oppo- 
nents so far this season. 

They disposed of Northern Ir- 
ish amateurs Ballymena United 
with a 10-0 aggregate score 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 
C19M Trtbm IMe Sankaa, ton 


HELP FROM A ‘FRIEND’ 


Neither vulnerable. South deals. 

NORTH 

* 4 

<7 K Q J 10 9 6 

0 542 

* 74 2 

WEST EAST 

*45 ♦8732 

<7 3 7 A542 

O Q J MS 7 0 93 

♦ J 9 8 6 5 * Q 10 3 

SOUTH 

* A K Q J 10 9 

0 87 

O A K 6 

* AX 

The bidding: 

Sooth West. North East 

2 * Pan 2 9 Pan 

2 * Pan 4 V Pan * 

6 ♦ Pan Pw Pns 

Opening lead: Queen of 0 

South would be a prime candidate 
for a dub consisting of players who 
should be barred from holding a ~ 
spade suit. Give them the' master 
soil and there’s so holding them in 
check. 

South's opening hid was ar tificial 
and strong. North’s response was. 
natural, and South's reWd showed 
his suit. North jumped in hearts to 
indicate a suit good enough to play 
opposite a singleton, and Us part- 


ner’s j ump to the spade slam was 
pure selfishness six hearts would 
hove been laydown. Bat then a g ain , 
this co lumn would never have been 
written. 

Against South’s six-spade con- 
tract West led the queen of dia- 
monds. Declarer did not like the 
look of things. Assuming one of the 
defenders could bold up the ace of 
hearts for one round, it seemd that 
he would have no place to park his 
diamond loser. Bat after a few min- 
utes' study, he found a distribution 
where he could s u cceed. 

He won the diamond in hand, 
drew four rounds of trumps, taking 
care to discard a diamond and two 
hearts from dummy— the low chib 
was going to be needed. After cash- 
ing the ace- king of dubs, he led a 
heart. East had to hold up, and now 
the low chib came into play — declar- 
er raffed it to extract East’s last card 

' m that soft.' 

Declarer cashed his remaining 
high diamond. He had to hope that 
one defender was reduced to noth- 
ing but hearts, so he exited with a 
heart. His wish came true. Down to 
the ace of hearts and two others. 
East had to win and yidd declarer 
his fulfilling trick by returning a 
heart to the table’s winner. 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Louh Sabin 


ACROSS 
1 Waugh 
S S w eetheart 
10 Supper for 

ftnt 

14 Author Jafte 
16 Aecends 

16 Competent 

17 Hook? 

20 Approaches 


21 Lord's estate 

22 Plenty 

23 TW 

25 QfcMSy 

28 Road to Room 
20 Auto for Mrs 
32 To — 
(everyone) 

S3 Low wttdly 

34 Honest — 

35 Una? 

39 Light giver 

40 -Hold III" at 
asa 

41 Aery 

42 TaMe (saving 

43 ObOgaUon 

44 Urge groups 

46 Caaalno coin 

47 Type 

48 Lota end lots? 
51 Drench 

66 Sinker? 

68 - of Oeves 

69 Harden 
60 - nut 

81 — -do-well 

62 Sated drum 

63 Studies 

DOWN 

1 Sandy's barks 

2 Cut of moal 

3 EnAag tor 
axM or tutor 

4 CA Wand 



OWN Trtbone Madia Santa*. 
AM ngM* Rnanad 


10 Ft. 

rwrotottouary 

11 tar. statesman 

12 Wnd of sax 

13 VKsfa*s took 

18 Rangtoot 


5 Cold 
B “Peanuts" 
character 

7 Quick to. 
memo terms 

8 Stager 
Tonne 

9 tahdttve 


19 Turk, ton 

23 Ermine 

24 Llama tend 

25 Word 

28 Love affair 

27 Mock 

28 For exa m ple 

29 Eateries 

30 Mistreat 

31 Stags 
33 Addle — 

38 Edtole root 
37 At afl 

98 Piston action 

44 Parent 

45 to — (stock) 
48 Ft artist 

Fernand 

47 Certain borne 
prof. 


Y—tarday's Puzzle Sehrttfc 


nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nran»in nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnnnnnn nnnn 
nnn nnnn nnnnnn 
nnnnnnn nnnn 
nnn nnnnnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnnn nnn 
nnnn nnnnnnn 
nnnnnn nnnn nnn 
nnnn nnnnnnnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 


48 — and (ovar) 
40 Cylindrical 
shuchue- 
50 Mystic wriltag 
61 Ticket end 
82 Naval “HIP 


63 Domino place 

64 Gr. letters 
66 "The — and 

tbs 

PenMant” 

67- Actress Ctabe 


Agassi advances, 
Curren upset 


TOKYO (AP) — Andie Agassi 
breezed past Anstra&an Wally 
Mssnr 6-3, 6-4 . Monday while 
fellow American Kevin Curren 
was upset by mweeded Eric Jelen 
of West Germany in foe first 
round of the $627,500 Seiko su- 
per tennis tournament 

The 19-year-old Agassi lost 
only two points on his own ser- 
vice in foe first set as be bcltetk 
powerful, accurate ground 
strokes from the Baseline. 

Masnr rushed the net behind a 
powerful save that gave him 12 
accs, rnrhiding four in the eighth 
game. Agassi had two aces in the 
match. Masur hit 73 per cent of 
his first serves against Agassi’s 61 
per cent. 

But Agassi gained a key service 
break in foe second set’s fifth 
game, after recovering from (M0 
to keep service in the fourth 
game. 

“It was pretty good today con- 
sidering the to* Hint I |iftH 
played for six days. I bit foe ball 
cfeanly and took the advantages 
at the right time,” said Agassi, 
ranked fifth in the world. 

Jelen, ranked 48th in the 
world, lost the first set but rallied 
to beat Curren, bo. 27, 4-6, 64, 64, 
on the artificial court of the 
Yoyogi National Stadium. 

Third-seeded Jakob Hfesek of 
Switzerland also had to fight back 


for a 6-7 (4-7), 6-3, 6-2 triumph 
over American Richey Reoebeig. 

Fifth-seeded Cari-Uwe Steeb 
of West Germany beat A meri can 
qualifier Patrick McEnroe, a 
younger brother of John, 6-4, 6-2. 

Veteran Andres Gomez of 
Ecuador, foe sixth seed, crushed 
Hidehiko Tanizawa, who in 
September became the youngest 
male winner ever in foe All-Japan 
tennis champio nship, 6-0, 6-2 in 
kss than one hour. 

“AU hfe shots were much better 
than mine. J need more experi- 
ence,” the 17-year-old Tanizawa 
told reporters. 

Dan Goldie, the no. 8 seed, 
beat fellow American Paul 
Chamberlain 64, 64 and Can adian 
Grant Connell downed American 
Scott Davis 6-3, 6-3. 

Australian John , Fitzgerfald 
trounced Thomas Hogstedt of 
Sweden 6-3, 6-2. 

Henri Leconte of France strug- 
gled to a first set tie-break but 
then easfly wrapped up a 7-6 
(7-2), 64) triumph over Japan’s 
T nshihrs a Tsnchfliaslri. 

Leif Shiras overwhelmed fel- 
low American Tommy Ho 64, 
6 - 2 . 

American Aaron Krickstein 
fought through two tie-breaks be- 
fore downing Slobodan Zivojino- 
vic of Yngoslavia 6-3, 6-7 (8-10), 
7-6 (74) in almost two hours. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 18, 1989 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 
GENERAL TENDENCIES: If 


you want to make foil use at today 
and tonights mixed aspects yon win 
have to rely more on your institu- 
tions and hunches. Career goals 
are «tapi»f up nicely at this time. 

ARIES: (Much 20 to April 17) A 

couple from a distance win have 
excellent advice for your future. 
You can make money through now 
taking a business risk. 

TAORU& (April 18 to May 19) 

Fixing up your home can be easflv 
accomplished. Yon can join with 
your dose attachment in a business 
association now. 

GEMINI: (May 20 to June 20) 
Being critical at borne conld alien- 
ate you- from members of your 
family. Be off with dose friends do 
see interesting companions. 
MOON CHILDREN: (June 21 to 
July 21) Cunt invite an mterestmg 
map into your home at this time. 
You wSB be tempted to spend more 
money than is sensible. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Be off 
and about to interesting activities 
with your attachment. Resentment 
at holme wifl cause yon nothing but 
un h appiness. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 

21) Restlessness at home requires 
that you and your family get oat of 
the noose. If you are going to do 
busines s now a large firm s best. 

UHRA: (September 22 to October 

22) Do nothing now dial would 
cause business persons to drink you 
arc cheap. Seemg too much of one 
friend can cause yon unnecessary 
problems. 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Going dutch treat with 
your friends now would keep 
worthwhile friendships intact.. 
Take your ttodirrom t an artide of 
beauty or colour. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 20) Now 'would be a 
good rime to join an organisation 
including friend* you like. You 
have a good chance to improve 
borne conditions now. 
CAPRICORN: (December 21 to 
January 18) Get all possible busi- 
ness (fata that you require from 
experts. A time when you need to 
keep your tenqier under control 
when with your friends. 
AQUARIUS: (January 19 to Febru- 
ary 17) A very good day for you to 
invite and entertain channels in 
year home. Facts and figures re- 
quire much care in anything of a 
'Fnanrii il nature. 

PISCES: (February 18 to March 
19) Invite younger persons into 
your home. Accepting -mare re- 
sponsibilities in business will bring 
you more income. Steer dear of 
friends who are not reciprocal and 
emnnmiiif, 

Today’s drild: If your child were 
bom today he or she will be good 
at anything that is of an intellectual 
nature that requires careful analy- 
sis. This mtfividual will want to do 
tilings their own way and will resist 
group activities with the exception 
of sport activity winch win become 
important at an early age. 

"He stars impel, they do not 
campeL” Wlat yoa make of your 
Bfc is largely up to you. 


WANTED 

ARABIC ENGLISH TRANSLATOR 

Translation of papers, articles, books, etc. 

Edited & typed. 

Tel: 827990 (after 5:30 p.m.) 



We are pleased to announce that the following peoplel 
have passed the University of Cambridge First Certificate" 
in English: 

Yvonne Perrin 
Marla Teresa Mend! 

Joanna Dabrowska 
Magda Bantaleb 
Hanl Bakhlt ' 

I man Damen 
Mohammad Younes 

The British Council runs a series of 4 courses leading up| 
ito this examination which is held every June and De-I 
cember. 


Silivas still trying to 
win a major title 


fART (AP) — Unless 
she wins\the women’s aO-anxmd 
title at tins year’s gymnastics 
world championships, Damela 
SOfeasma^ be remembered as the 
gymnast who lost by foe closest 
margin In foie history of the sport. 

Ever sinefe she burst onto the 
scene in 198^as a 15-year-old, foe 
Romanian has been one of the 


do minant 1 
But one 
her: foe 
around 
such as the Q 


tide 


; always eluded 
I of the best all- 
: at a major meet, 

ipics or the world 


Not that 


hasn’t come 
dose — very, Very dose. 

At the 1988 Seoul Olympics, 
the Soviet star, Yelena 
Shoushounova, edged Silivas by a 
mere 0.025 points for tire gold 
medaL That was the closest mazgin 
int be history of the afl-around 
event. The three golds Silivas 
later won in the apparatus finals did 
little to alleviate her disappoint- 
ment. 

At the European cham- 
pionships in Brussels in May, 
Silivas was beaten by another 
Soviet, Svetlana Boguinskaya, 
this time by 0.013. 

It was a classic battle. Going 
into the final exercise, on the 
floor, the two rivals were tied bn 
points. SOivas was the first of the 
two to perform and ended up 
earning 9.987 for a daring display 


of a difficult rapture. It wasn't 
enough. 

Boguinskaya, gpol under press- 
ure, executed her exercise per- 
fectly, getting the maximum 10 
and dmching foe tide. 

Throughout her career, Silivas 
has ha d to contend not only with 
die perennial rivals from the 
Soviet Union, but also with her 
own teamamteg. 

At the 1987 world cham- 
pionships in Rotterdam, Nether- 
lands, Silivas was the overwhelm- 
ing favourite. But another Roma- 
nian, Amelia Pdbre, not even 
full 15 years of pge, shocked foe 
pundits by beating SOivas for the 
title. 

Now, two yagrs later, Sflivas is 
19, mature for g woman gymnast, 
and is probably competing in her 
last world championships. 

Her start on Monday had 
something of a rieja vu feeling for 
Silivas. Tne Romanian started by 
scoring a perfect 10 in hex floor 
exercise and scored high on other 
apparatus — her lowest score was 
9.912 on the uneven bars. But 
Silivas stiH ended only second in 
the compulsory portion of tire 
women’s team competition. 

Boguinskaya, an elegant 16- 
year-old, didn’t score a 10 but 
had a steadier performance and 
no marks lower than 9.925 for a 
combined total of 39.837 to Sili- 
vas’ 39.699. 


First Soviet golf course 
is bang on course 


MOSCOW (AP) — Dennis 
Zjerebko pulled out an 8-iron 
and whacked the ball 135 yards 
into the wind ttraight down the 
makeshift fairway. 

“Not bad,” said his mentor, 
Sven Tumba. “You’re learning 
fast.” 

Zjerebko is 15 yean old and 
has been playing golf for less than 
a year. He’s not an American, ox. 
a Briton, a South African or an 
Australian. 

He’s from tire Soviet Union, 
and great things are expected of 
him. Within a year, Zjerebko will 
be practicing on a proper course, 
with proper fairways, proper 
greens and flags ana top-class 
American and Japanese-made 
dubs. 

“I can’t wait,” said Zjerebko, 
tire - first Sonet player to have a 
h an di cap, 19. “Golf is a wonderful 
sport. It’s played in open, natural 
surroundings and you breathe in 
the air. I {day hockey and table- 
tennis and 1 swim. But I fell in 
love with golf tire first time 1 
(ricked up a dub.” 

Zjerebko is one of a group of 
youngsters being groomed to be- 
come the first generation of 


Soviets to play one of tire most 
capitalist Western sports. 

Less than a year from now, tire 
Soviet Union’s first golf course, a 
nine-hole layout by tire Swedish 
embassy in the heart of down- 
town Moscow, wifi be opened to 
the public. 

It will end a 20-year dream for 
Tumba, the former Swedish ice 
hockey and soccer international 
star. 

“It have tried every year to get 
permission to bnfid a course 
here,” Tumba said. “They told 
me it was a capitalist sport, bat 
two years ago they finally said 
Ok. I’m convinced ft’s going to be 
a success.” 

Already, Tumba’s golf school, 
where Zjerebko learns Ins swing, 
is up and r unning with 80 youths. 
By next winter, Tumba said, it 
will have 250. 

“There is no reason at all why 
the Soviet Union can’t produce 
mat golfers,” Tumba said in an 
..cerview. “They are so spoits- 
minded. Tan years ago, people 
said it would never take off in 
Swede n. Now it’s the fastest 
growing sport and clubs are fully 
subscribed.” 


FURNISHED FLOOR FOR RENT 

Deluxe and complete furniture. Three bedrooms, two large 
reception and dining rooms. 

In the best residential area: Jabal Amman, near Amoun Hotel. 
Also two apartments. 

Tel: 777112 8 ajn. - 2 pJiu 674028 after 2 p.m. 


AUUBAT FITNESS CENTER 

Starting from Sat. 21/1 0/89 

NEW AEROBICS AND FITNESS 
PROGRAM 

Call Tel: 823274. 


PUBLIC RELATIONS 
SPECIALIST 

Needed a Public Relation Specialist with 
a university degree or similar field. 

Please write In confidence to P.O. 
Box 926466 


Puerto Ricans soldier 
after training accident 


STUTTGART (R)— The Puerto 
Rican women’s team, competing 
after team mate Adriana Duffy 
was paralysed in a training acci- 
dent, ended their appearance at 
foe world gymnastics cham- 
pionships with a respectable per- 
formance in the team optional 
exercises Tuesday. 

“We never considered pulling 
out, Adriana wouldn't want 
that.” said 16-year-old Beatriz 
Collazo after the team had amas- 
sed 351.453 points to lie in second 
place on the leaders’ list behind 
Sweden — before the top teams 
bad competed. 

Duffy, the Puerto Ricans’ most 
experienced gymnast, broke her 
neck Thursday when she slipped 
as she practised a vault and fell on 
her head. 

Collazo’s father Hector, presi- 
dent of the country's gymnastics 
federation, said 18-year-okl Duf- 
fy had been moved to a Frankfurt 
hospital and was in a stable condi- 
tion. 

On a low-key day for the 
women gymnasts, Sweden made 
certain of moving up in the final 
reckoning from their 26th place in 
foe compulsory section with foe 
morning's top score of 360.268. 

Cheered on by their male team 


mates, who noisily and repeated- 
ly led a mini-version of the Mex- 
ican wave in the sparsely popu- 
lated stands, the Swedes did best 
on the balance beam where Anna 
Werner earned 9.587 and Jessiha 
Andreasson collected 9.512. 

Only the lowest-placed teams 
from the compulsory half of the 
event competed Tuesday. The 
others, including leaders the 
Soviet Union and defending 
champions Romania, will be : .n 
action Wednesday. 

The first medals of foe nine- 
day championships , in tire men's 
team event, were being awarded 
later Tuesday with the Soviet 
Union looking virtually certain to 
retain foe title they have won os 
four of rhe last five occasions. 

Going into Tuesday evening's 
optional exercises, which make 
up the second half of the team 
competition, the Soviet six led 
East Germany by 293.15 points to 
288.80 with China just behind in 
third place. 

Olympic champion VI ad mi r 
Artemov headed the individual 
standings, which will be used to 
determine foe 36 qualifiers for 
the all-arouDd final Thursday, 
with all his team mates also 
among the leading 10. 


Marseille promises progress 


MARSEILLE, France (R) — 
Marseille’s multi-mfilion-dollar 
team of all the talents will try to 
it their recent poor league form 
id them whemfoey face Aek 
Athens in foe second round of the 
European Cup Wednesday. 

Chib president Bernard Tapie, 
determined to provide an atmos- 
phere to match his ambitions of 
bringing the trophy to France for 
the first time, has launched a 
major drive to attract more sup- 
porters. 

He has dropped gate prices by 
30 per cent and promised fens the 
chance to see Paris St Germain 
vs Juventns and AC Milan vs 
Real Madrid on giant screens 
before and after the first-leg 
game in the hope of luring at least 
35,000 to the Stade Velodrome. 

Marseille, who are training in 
seclusion at Digne in tire Alps, 
are expected to ring tire changes 
after some disappointing league 
results. They have scored just 
twice in their last three games, all 
a gainst stru ggling dubs. 

Trainer Gerard Gih said the 
shock 1-1 home draw with Can- 
nes Saturday was already forgot- 
ten. “The league has nothing to 
do with the European' Cup,” he 


said. ‘Tomorrow you will see a 
dynamic and well -concentrated 
team whose main objective will 
be not to concede golals.” 

To that end Gili is expected to 
recall West German stopper Kar- 
lheinz Foerster who, apart from 
one brief appearance, has been 
out of action for three months 
with a groin injury. 

The club’s most expensive 
player, English midfielder Chris 
Waddle, will probably return af- 
ter lining up as substitute on 
Saturday but Uraguayan striker 
Enzo FrancescoH is doubtful with 
a thigh injury. 

Midfielder Philippe Vercrays- 
se, a goalscorer in foe first-round 
3-0 victory over Brondby of De- 
nmark, has been dropped from 
tire squad. 


S®eld®e MBMswtwl^e? 

Wc go aa ott ur Mb. Yob Coo? 
Do job whI oar kaooMp? 

In for motion: UmI vers dies 
Lobes, AM. 100, 

B-O. Box 56 434>-87M Wncrc- 
brg, Wert Garony. 


MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT & SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 


In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
location?. 

For more information 
please call 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 685342 
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SAFEWAY 

INTERNATIONAL, 



THE SNACK 

(2nd floor) 
presente 

DAILY 

HOT LUNCH ® 

(Fresh & Delicious) (^j 

Prices: starting 500 fi!s ® 

13J 

Also available: ® 

large variety of sandwiches, rej 

desserts... & ice cream n 

lyj l yJ 

Bon Appetite ! 



Cinema 


CONCORD 


t) NO WAY OUT 

Show: 330, 5:15 

2) CRY 


m Show: fc15» 9=99 



Cinema 


PHILADELPHIA 


Tel: 634144 ' 


MANDINGO 


Lrteriomontt*3:30. 6:00, 830,1030 P-"»- 



Cinema 


HUOUM 


Teh $75571 


1 


STEVEN SPIELBERG AND 
WALT DISNEY STUDIOS 
Present 

who framed 
ROGER RABBIT 

l rtofam—ra 330, ft 30, 830, 10-30 



Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 677420 


Dustin Hoffman 
Tom Cruise 
in 

RAIN MAN 

l Performances 12:30. 3:30. 5:15. 6-JO, 8:30, 10:30 
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East Berlin sentences rioters 
as thousands inarch for reform 


EAST BERLIN (Agencies) — East Germany 
announced jail terms for three rioters Tuesday amid 
a wave of demands for change in the hardline 
communist 


A leading newspaper broke 
Jfws of the prison sentences in 
Dresden shortly after demonstra- 
tions for reform in that city and in 

Leipzig, where 100,000 marched < 
through the streets in one of 
Hast Germany’s biggest protests. 

Western diplomats and Prates’ 
tent charcb sources said the up- 
surge in protests, Jess than a week 
after the leadership agreed to 
consider Banted re form s, indi- 
cated people were not satisfied 
with what was being offered. 

The daily Jnnge Welt said three 
men from Dresden, arrested in 
riots two weeks ago during East 
Germany’s 40th anniversary 
celebrations, were jailed last Fri- 
day for up to four-and-a-haif 
years for hooliganism, unlawful 
assembly and resisting police. 

Hours before the widely-read 
youth newspaper was published, 
a big crowd marched peacefully 
through Leipzig Monday chant- 
ing “we are the people” and 


“give young 


At least 100,000 people 
thronged die streets of the major 
industrial and trade centre in one 


of the biggest protests since a 
failed workers' revolt in 1953, 
according to diplomats and other 
witnesses. 

“The tail of the procession had 
barely left the opera square and 
already the head was coining 
back towards the square around 
the ring road,” said a diplomat 
who was in Leipzig. 

In Dresden, a smaller city on 
the River Elbe, more than 10,000 
people besieged the town ball 
Monday evening to demand news 
on t alks between Mayor Wolf- 
gang Berghofer, a group of 26 
pi o t e s te rs and church representa- 
tives. 

Chanting “here and now” and 
“we have waited 40 years 
already,” the crowd refused to 
disperse until Berghofer 
appeared at a window with a 
megaphone tosay the talks would 
continue. 

. The Protestant church sources 
in Dresden told Reuters by tele- 
phone that the protesters would 
brief citizens in (marches Tuesday 
night on progress in the talks, 
begun by Bergho f er last week to 


define tension. 

But church leaders fear peo- 
ple’s patience is running out be-* 
cause there is little sign of change 
despite the offirialtysanctioned 
talks in Dresden and other towns. 

The Communist Party’s rating 
Politburo said last Wednesday it 
was ready to start a dialogue on 
ways of making die orthodox 
system more attractive. But it 
ruled out talks with the opposi- 
tion movement headed by the 
26,000-strong New Froum group. 


Diplomats said the 21-man 
Politburo was expected to meet 
Tuesday but would not necessari- 
ly make its deliberations public, 
despite growing openness in the 
official media. 

The party’s polky-making Cen- 
tral Committee is expected to 
draw up proposals tor change 
within the next month, but the 
date of its meetin g is not yet 
known. 


“People are not ready to wait 
much longer,” said a church offi- 
cial, who said demonstrators 
could take to the streets in force 
again to vent their frustration. 

The diplomats said the atmos- 
phere cm the Leipzig march was 
orderly but impatient. Police and 
workers’ «"ititia kept a low profile 
and did not intervene except to 
direct traffic. 


CIA wants looser rules 
on killin gs during coups 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency (CIA) 
Director William Webster was 
quoted Tuesday as urging the 
easing of curbs on U.S. involve- 
ment in coups that ccmld result in 
die death of a country’s leader. 

In an interview with the New 
York Times, Webster referred 
specifically to the Oct 6 attempt 
against Panamanian leader 
General Manuel Antonio 
Noriega. 


He suggested that a longstand- 
ing presidential executive order 
barring U.S. involvement in 
assassinations had severely li- 
mited the CIA’s ability to deal 
with the coop plotters. 

The executive order was 
adopted in 1976 by former Presi- 
dent Gerald Ford after a congres- 
sional probe detailed the CIA’s 
role in assassination plots against 
Cuban President Fidel Castro and 
other foreign leaders. 


where it has a legitimate claim of 
interest,” he said. “And when 
despots take over, there has to be 
a means to deal with the short of 
making us (out) to be hired kil- 
lers.” 

The CIA director said the 
order bars the United States from 
devising a plan to assassinate 
Noriega. 

“Now the next thing is, hire a 
guy to kill Noriega or hire a group 
who wants to till Noriega," he 
said. “Our executive order would 
have in the past been construed at 
least that we could not do that 
because we would just be using 
someone else to do what we 
couldn’t do ourselves.” 


Noriega out is real.” 

Webster said he thought 
Noriega's days were numbered, 
but he declined to predict how 
long the Panamanian strongman 
might remain in power “because 
we haven't been very good at 
that." 

Bush ‘satisfied’ 


“The United States does not 
engage in selective, individual 
assassination,” Webster was 
quoted as saying. 

“But the United States has 
other important overriding con- 
cerns about security and protecting 
democracy in areas of the world 


“Now it begins to get a little 
tighter when you say, ‘here’s a 
group that says it doesn’t plan to 
kill him , but they’re going to have 
to play rough and it could hap- 
pen,* now we're in the area that 
has to be addressed.” 

Asked if the order had played a 
key role in the failure of the 
Panamanian coup, Webster said 
be was uncertain. 

But he said the order “could 
very well make a difference in the 
next one because the tiketibood 
of the next plotter planning that 
he may probably have to take 


President George Bush is “ful- 
ly satisfied” with Webster and the 
intelligence agency's perform- 
ance during the attempted coup 
in Panama, White House Nation- 
al Security Adviser Brent Scow- 
croft said Monday. 

“Rnmotaxs of White House dis- 
pleasure are totally false,” Scow- 
croft said in a written statement 
responding to a published report. 
Separately, White House Press 
Secretary Martin Fhzwater said 
Bush "has complete confidence 
in Director Webster and the lead- 
ership he’s providing at CIA.” 

The Washington Post, in Mon- 
day's editions, reported that un- 
identified “senior officials” in the 
Bush administration were frus- 
trated with Webster’s low-profile 
performance and had begun talk 
of replacing him with a more 
active player. 

The Post quoted White House 
Chief of Staff John Snnunu as 



WHKam Webster 


saying during a recent staff meet- 
ing that he had learned more 
about the attempted coup from 
watching television’s Cable News 
Network than from Webster’s 
CIA. However, Fitzwater said 
the newspaper was in error on 
that point. 

Fitzwater said Sununu’s com- 
ment was made at the time of the 
crackdown on pro-democracy 
forces in China — not the coup 
attempt in Panama — and that it 
“did not refer to Director 
Webster.” 

Fitzwater said he talked with 
Bush extensively about the Post 
story and the president "thinks 
the newspaper report was out- 
rageous.” 


Modern morality 
vs. British royalty 


By Ben Dobbin 

Tbe Associated Press 


LONDON — Marina Ogilvy is 
two months pregnant and re- 
fuses to marry the father until 
after the child is bom. She says 
bear parents are demanding they 
many now or have an abortion. 

Hus sad and commonplace 
tale of modem morality qual- 
ifies as a royal scandal, albeit a 

marginal one, beCaUSC MISS 

Ogilvy is 24th in line to the 


throne, her mother being 
Queen Elizabeth ITs first 


O Qnirin. 

The royal family has recently 
suffered the breakup of the 
marriage of Princess Anne, the 
queen's daughter. Now, say 
royal-watchers, 23-year-old 
Miss Ogilvy has broken palace 
taboos by going public in lurid 
detail about her estrangement 
from her parents. Sir Angus 
Qgilvy and Princess Alexandra. 

Hie affair took on bigger 
dimensions Monday when Miss 
Ogjlvy, clutching tbe hand of 
boyfriend Paul Mowatt, broad- 
cast a tearful plea to her mother 
over BBC-TV. 

"I want you to realty stand by 
me and love me as a mother,” 
she said in the taped interview 
with host Robert Kiboy-Silk. 

Miss Qgilvy said: “We be- 
lieve we are doi n g the right 
thing ami it’s what we want to 
do." 

“I don’t agree that Marina 
should be pushed up the aide- 
into, as such, a shotgun wed- 
ding," Mowatt said. They said 
the baby is due in May and they 
plan to many sometime after- 
wards. 

Miss Ogilvy first went pubhc 
man interview published Oct. 9 


off her £100,000 ($160,000) 
trust fund and £280 ($450) 
monthly allowance. 

Her parents, in brief state- 
ments from their official St. 
James's Palace residence, de- 
nied being “cut off 1 ' from their 
daughter. 

“Marina's parents sadly do 
not know where she is but 
Marina has their (telephone) 
numbers and they would love 
her to get in touch with them,” 
said a statement issued Sunday 
night. 

K3roy-S3k duly obliged by 
asking one of his talksbow 
guests, a royal-watching jour- 
nalist who knows Miss Ogilvy, 
to give her parents the phone 
number. 

The parents are maki n g an 
official tour to India and Nepal 
later this week and “at tbe 
moment the tour has to pro- 
ceed,” said their spokeswoman, 
who requested anonymity. 

Buckingham Palace, the 
queen’s residence, declined to 
comment. 

Princess Alexandra, 52, re- 
ceives £145,000 ($230,000) 
annually from the money the 
state gives the queen, and it 
nays mainly for official duties. 
OgOvy, a commoner business- 
nun, refused a royal title when 
he married Alexan dr a in 1963. 
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in Today, a London tabloid, in 
vrineb she claimed her parents 


had tried to trick her into an 
abortion, disowned her and cut 


Mowatt, a 26-year-old free- 
lance photographer, says he did 
not know Miss Ogilvy had royal 
connections until after their 
affair began. Miss Ogilvy says 
that when she and Mowatt vi- 
ated her parents at their Rich- 
mond Park Mansion in west 
London Sept. 29, they issued an 
ultimatum “that you both get 
married before yon have the 
chfld or you have an abortion. 
If you don’t do that we don't 
really want anything to do with 
.you.” 

“I expected them to say ... 


Marina OgBvy, 23-year-cid cousin of Queen EBzabeth and 24tfa in Bne 
to tbe British throne. 


whatever decision you come to, 
I want you to know we will 
stand by you.” die said. 

Andrew Morton, author of 
seven books on royalty, was 
quoted in the Sunday Times as 
saying Miss Ogilvy had commit- 
ted "an act of betrayal. ... no 
member of the royal family has 
ever dene anything as bitter as 
this." 

Harold Brooks-Baker, pub- 
lishing director of the British 
Royals’ Bible, Burke's Peer- 
age, said he was dismayed by 


Miss Ogilvy's public antics. 

"The strength of the royal 
family is that they’ve always 
dosed ranks and stuck 
together,” he said. “Disagree- 
ments always happened behind 
palace walls.” 

He described Princess Alex- 
andra as "probably the most 
compassionate person the royal 
family ever produced. ... no 
child should act that way even 
towards parents who are less 
perfect than these (the Ogilvys) 


"It was kind of scary,” said one 
envoy. “It would only have 
needed one brick through a win- 
dow to set the whole thing off.” 

Erich Honecker, the country’s 
77-year-old leader, has steadfast- 
ly resisted pro-democracy re- 
forms. But Honecker reportedly 
is under increasing pressure to 
step down, as the country reels 
from the massive protests and the 
exodus of tens of thousnads of 
citizens to the West. 

Vyacheslav Dashichev, a fore- 
ign afairs adviser to Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail S. Gorbachev, told 
West Germany’s ZDF television 
network when asked about the 
developme n ts in East Germany 
that "socialist states need to re- 
new their old political and econo- 
mic systems.” 

“The old Stalinist models of 
socialism are sentenced to die 
out, and no one can keep them 
alive.” 

Gorbachev, during a visit to 
East Berlin for the nation's 40th 
anniversary celebrations Oct. 7, 
urged Honecker to implement 
reforms akin to those under way 
in the Soviet Union, Poland and 
Hungary. 

For several days, there have 
been reports and growing specula- 
tion that Honecker’s 18-year- role 
as head of the Communist Party 
may be coating to an end. 


A young Blast German fights caudles for pofitkal prisoners outside tbe Getfasemane 
ffe-rch ha East Bcrfiri. 


Yeltsin denies story of 


being dumped in river 


MOSCOW (R) — Reformist 
politician Boris Yeltsin said Tues- 


potitkian Boris Yeltsin said Tues- 
day the Soviet leadership was 
trying to discredit him with an 
accusation that he fabricated a 
claim of an assassination attempt. 

Interior Minister Vadim Bakar 
tin told an incredulous Supreme 
Soviet, file inner parliament, 
Monday that a soaking- wet Yelt- 
sin had gone to the authorities 
one night last month saying some- 
one lad thrown him into the 
Moscow River. 

“This is not a question for a 
meeting of the Supreme Soviet,” 
Yeltsin said during a break in 
Tuesday’s session of parliament. 

“It is the wish of the leadership 
to discredit a deputy, to dfanhtish 
his authority and to distract the 
voters from more painful sub- 
jects.” 

The plain-spoken former Mos- 
cow party chief, plagued by 
allegations that he drank his way 
through a U.S. lecture tour, repe- 
ated his denials that he had been 
assaulted. 

“I can only repeat what I said. 


that there were no attacks on 
me,” he said, adding dial on the 
night in question he had attended 
a meeting with voters in a Mos- 
cow district. 

The populist politician went on 
to reject a series of reports about 

liim . 

“The rumours That I had a 
heart attack, an auto accident or 
was about to die were just 
rumours," he said. 

“As Mark Twain said, the 
rumours of my death are greatly 
exaggerated.” 

The incident is tbe worst scan- 
dal to hit tbe revamped Soviet 
parliament and seemed certain to 
raise questions about the oondnet 
of the Moscow deputy, who en- 
joys huge popular appeal. 

Past accusations against Yeltsin 
of drunken behaviour and a Com- 
munist Party investigation into 
election statements he made ear- 
lier tins appeared to boost rather 
than rimimkh his popularity. 

Bakatin said Yeltsin had 
appeared at a police station on 
the ni ght of Sept. 28 and said 


someone had tried to kill him. 

“Unknown persons dragged 
him into a car and put a sack over 
his bead. He was dragged out of 
the car and thrown off a bridge in 
the Moscow River," Bakatin said 
Yeltsin told police. 

“Having swum 300 metres 
down river, he climbed out, had a 
rest and went to the police." 

Later Yeltsin asked police not 
to report the incident. He denied 
there had been an assassination 
atte m pt and asked police to dose 
the case, Bakatin said. 

The minis ter said there was DO 
evidence to snpport Yeltsin's 
stray. 

Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev quoted Yeltsin as having, 
told the leadership that he had 
played a bad joke but he hinted 
the story could have political 
ramifications. 

WhQe Yeltsin was on a tour of 
the United States last month, the 


Communist Party daily Pravda 
reprinted an article by the Italian 


reprinted an article by the Italian 
newspaper La Repubtdica saying 
be had been drinking heavily. 


KGB returns Wallenburg papers, 
voices remorse over his death 


MOSCOW (AP) — Nearly 45 
years after Swedish diplomat 
Raoul Wallenberg was arrested 
by Soviet security forces in war- 
tom Budapest and vanished, a 
deputy chief of the KGB has 
apologised for the arrest and 
handed tbe missing man’s person- 
al effects to his stunned relatives. 

“It was terribly emotional to 
see his handwriting and his 
photograph and his identity pap- 
ers,” said Nina Lagergren of re- 
ceiving the passport, driver’s li- 
cence, address book, calendar 
and cash that her long-lost 
brother was carrying when he was 
arrested in January 1945. 

Soviet officials for tbe first time 
expressed remorse over the Star 
linera arrest of Wallenberg, who 
saved tense of thousands of peo- 
ple from the Nazi gas chambers, 
Lagergren said. 

“The detention of Wallenberg 
was a tragic mistake,” Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Gennady 
Gerasimov told a separate press 
briefing. 

However, the Soviets dung to 
their decades-old assertion that 
Wallenberg died of heart failure 
in Moscow's Lubyanka prison in 
1947. 

That claim is forcefully re- 
jected by the Swedes, due to 


numerous s i ghtings of Wallen- 
berg in Vladimir prison during 
the 1950s and more erratic re- 
ports since then. 

“We are confident that he was 
been able to survive,” Lagergren 
said. She believes Wallenberg is 
still being held in isolation at the 
age of 77, with his identity long 
covered up. 

Per Anger, who was a col- 
league of Wallenberg in Hungary 
in the violent waning days of the 
war and now beads the Raoul 
Wallenberg Association in Stock- 
holm, said current authorities 
may be genuinely ignorant of 
Wallenberg’s fate. 

“We think it's difficult to find 
people in the Gulag,” he said, 
using the term for the Soviet 
network of prison camps. The 
delegation gave the Soviets a 1st 
of sightings and expects to meet 
twice more this week. Anger 
said. 

In a strange twist. Anger added 
to the mystery around Wallen- 
berg by refusing to tell reporters 
when and where the diplomat was 
last reported seen. 

“We hope in the not too distant 
future we can tell you more," 
Anger said. “We are in a dia- 
logue with Soviet authorities and 
we can’t tell you." 


The only proof offered by 
Pfrqzhkov and Deputy Foreign- 
Mmuter Valentin Nikiforov to 
the small delegation of relatives 
and supporters was the same doc- 
tor’s letter reporting the death 
that they revealed in 1957. 

Pirozhkov told the group Wal- 
lenberg’s personal effects were 
found right in KGB headquarters 
in the Lubyanka last month, said 
Guy' von Daniel, Wallenberg’s 
half-brother. 


Anger said the passport proves 
that Soviet secret police deliber- 
ately violated international law in 
charging Wallenberg Assocfo- 
tion, said she personally does not 
ding to any hope that the diplo- 
mat is still alive. 


Renegade politician returns to 


Bhutto camp with unity vow 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies) — 
Leading Pakistani oppostion 
politician Ghulam Mustafa Khar 
made peace with Prime Munster 
Benazir Bhutto Monday, three 
years after he left her party to 
help form a rival grouping. 

“Even on a charitable assess- 
ment, the combined opposition is 
not capable of forming a stable 
a dmini st ra tion,'’ Khar told a 
news conference. “Sometimes it 
seems that is combined only by 
hatred for the Bhutto name.” 


Khar said he had chosen to 
align himself with Bhutto’s Pakis- 
tan People’s Party (PPP) and 
would formally merge his faction 
of the small National People’s 
Party (NPP) with the PPP at a 
convention to be held later. 

The former governor and chief 
minister of Pakistan's most popu- 
lous province, Punjab, said he 
would work to reconcile the PPP 
and its opponents, to s tren g t h en 
die country’s democracy revived 
last year after II years of militar y 
rale. 


Local political commentators 
say Bhutto, who comes from the 


southern province of Sind, wants 
to use Khar's influence in Punjab 
to subdue her main rival, the 
present Punjab Chief Minister 
Nawaz Sharif of the Islamic 
Democratic Alliance. 

Khar left the PPP in 1986 on his 
return from nine years of Euro- 
pean exile because of differences 
with Bhutto. He joined other 
party dissidents to launch the 
NPP and in 1988 formed his own 
faction within die party. 

He first joined PPP in 1968 
when it was founded by Miss 
Bhutto's father, Znlfikar AJi 
Bhutto. 

Tbe elder Bhutto counted Khar 
among his closest associates until 
he broke ranks in the mid-1970s. 
His departure came shortly be- 
fore the elder Bhutto was toppled 
in a bloodless coup in 1977. 

Two years later Ms. Bhutto's 
father was hanged for allegedly 
plotting to kill a political foe. 

Khar told the news c on f ere n ce 
his defection will be a catalyst 
that will bring other provincial 
and federal opposition members 
over to the Bhutto camp. His 
claims could not be substantiated. 


but political analysts said the ex- 
tent of Khar’s influence will be 
put to tbe test oyer the next 
several weeks. 

The Punjab province, where 60 
per cent of Pakistan's 107 million 
people live, is now governed by 
an alliance of eight parties rang- 
ing from right- wing to religious 
fundamentalist to centrist 

Since taking power last Dec. 2, 
Ms. Bhutto has been at logger- 
heads with the rating alliance in 
Punjab. 

Hex; critics charge the political 
rancor has paralysed her govern’ 
ment and stalled several govern- 
ment development projects. 



Faulty lottery 
tickets in Norway 


“Hie said there were sacks and 
sacks of documents,” von Dardel 
said. “It seemed they bad to do a. 
lot of wozk to find them." 

Wallenberg’s blue diplomatic 
passport, stamped with die three 
crowns of Sweden, shows a 
square-jawed, balding 32-year- 
old in ,1116 prime of ms life. It 
carries' all the necessary stamps of 
Sweden, Hungary and Nazi Ger- 
many to show the graduate of the 
University of Michigan had fall 
diplomatic immunity at the. time 
of his arrest. 


OSLO, Norway (AP) — Wfoacn 
shrieked with joy white a parity 
organisation bended in despair 
tins weekend because its. fund- 
raising lottery turned far too' 
mar** Norwegians into' nril- 
tionaues. A stsipment f lottery 
tickets for the Norwegian Asso- 
ciation for the Blind was to con- 
tain five wixmeis of one raflHoa 


kroner (143,000) each. Bat as 
many as 50 pedpte may claim tbe 
top prize, reported the newspap- 
er Dagbladet. Arne Husveg, the 
association’s .general manager, 
blamed a printing error and 
hoped the printer will cover the 
unplaixned prizes. Hie total sum- , 
ber of winners is still not known. 

In the cities of Bergen and Tron- 
dheim, traditionally reserved 
Norwegians stormed outlets in 
hopes of buying a winning ticket, 
reported Ua^b^det IhBeigen, a 
22-year-old. won repeatedly for a 
total of 3.3 million kroner 
($471,000). “People were baying ■ *. 
hundreds and hundreds of kroner 
worth of tickets! Tasked, them S 
they won and they just laughed at 
me,” Hfldnr Loraas, 60, told the 
newspaper Verdens Gang (VG). 

“T feel soriy for the assodatian,”- 
said Loraas, who also won a 
million. She works at a Tron- 
dheim airport newstand, which 
sold at least 11 winning tickets, 
said the report “We feel a re- 
sponsibility to the winners,” Hos- 
veg said. There was no fraud, and 
all winners will get a prize, he 
said. 


Britain returns 
to funky madness 


LONDON ( AP) — British desig- 
ners abandoned power dressing 
in their first collections for the 
1990s, some returning to the 
wacky madness that made Lon- 
don fashions famous and others 
launching the decade in a re- 
laxed, flowing style. After putting 
women in statns-consdous, su- 
per-structured clothes with big, 
padded shoulders for several 
years, British designers have fol- 
lowed Milan in loosening their 
styles for next summer. But 
there’s no uniform look and indi- 
viduality remains the . key fashi on 
word in the British cotiections, 
befog shown . here through. Tues- 
day. “I would say it's anything 
flows in the 1990s and super- 
structure is out," said Berate 
Ozer, vice-president of AMC 
Corporation, a New Yozi buying 
company. The big names in Brit- 
ish fashion — Rifat Ozbek, 
Arabella Pollen, Bruce Oldfield, 
Edina Ronay and' BellviHe Sas- 
soon — turned out some beauti- 
ful clothes. But the big news was 
in the youth market, where there 
was a revival of kooky, fan and 
sometimes off-the-wall clothes. 
“The streets look here has always 
been good," Ozer said. “Some- 
times it’s fashionable to tike it. 
Sometimes it’s unfashionable to 
tike ft. IPs now in fashion.” 


Snakes — the new 
guard dogs? 


LIMERICK, Ireland (R) — 
Snakes, banished from Ireland by 
Saint Patrick almost 1,000 years 
ago, are making a comeback on. 
the Emerald Isle — as guard 
dogs. “We have sold at least 10 in 
the past six weeks alone," said 
Limerick petshop owner Gay 
Mullally, who offers a whole 
range of mobile burgar alarms 
from American ribbon snakes to 
pythons. Residents of this west- 
ern city apparently consider a 
hissing serpent more effective 
than a growling guard dog. Given 
a supply of mice every two weeks, 
they are also less expensive to. 
feed than German shepherds or 
rottweilers. But the petshop's 
burglar alarm campaign hag §uf- 
fertm some bad blows — two of 
the guard snakes escaped from 
their new homes and three have 
been stolen. 


Global 


(major world cities) 


“Democracy is at present sub-' 
jected to a severe test in our 
country,” said Khar, referring to 
the ongoing confrontation be- 
tween Bhutto's government and 
provincial opponents. 


“My foremost effort will be to 
bring about national reconcilia- 
tion, but if there is a need to 
confront some dements in the 
larger interest of the country, I 
will not hesitate to do so," said 
Khar. 
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